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Introduction: 
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Worſhip of the Holy Scriptures 


CONTRASTED WITH THE 


| Worſhip of the Church of _ 
England, 
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2 Directions, &c. in the New Teflament. 


SECTION 


Ru ks and DIRECTIONS relative to the OB- 


JECT of Worſhip or Prayer, collefies from 
the New TESTAMENT. 


* * 


AT T. iv. 10. Then 2 22 unto 
him, Get thee hence, Satan ; ; for it is 
written, Thou halt worſhip the LorD thy 
Gov, and Him only as thou i Luke 

iv. 8. © 


N. B. This is a quotation ho the law 
of Moſes, ſee Deut. vi. 13, and ch. x. 20. 
and it plainly aſſerts, that the Lok p, the 
Jenovan of the Jews, is the only Being 
whom we muſt worſhip; and that He is 
one Perſon. This Being is uniformly ſpoken 
of through the Old Teſtament as ONE, one 
| Perſon. Nothing can be more clear, ex- 
preſs, and deciſive on this point, than the 
terms uſed in Exod, xx. and Deut. v. I am 
the Loxp (Jehovah) 7% Gon. — HE who 
brought thee, &c. And God ſpake theſe words, 
. ſaying, I am the LoRD (Jehovah) thy Gov. 
Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but Meg, 


or beſides Me, or before Me. Wherever the 


3 
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Direfions, &c. in the Liturgy. 3 


DirtcTIONS relative to the OB IR of 1 
MWorſbip contained in the LI TURGY of 5 0 4 


the Church of England. a 

HE catholic faith is this, that 4 

we worſhip one God in Trinity, iy 

and Trinity in Unity.“ e 1 


Athanafian Creed. 


cc Then likewiſe the Miniſter ſhall ok ' 
Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and to 


the Holy Ghoſt; Anſwer, As it was in the 4 
beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be, world 145 
without end.“ | 88 | l 


Morning Service. 4 

And at the end of every Pſalm throughout 

the year, and likewiſe in the' end of Bene= 

dictus, Benedicite, Magnificat, * Nunc 
Dimittis ſhall be repeated, 

Glory de to the Father, and to the, thai 

As it was in the beginning, is now, &c. 

The . 
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„ Almighty and was God, who haſt 
given unto us thy ſervants grace by the con- = 
=O. fefſion : 


4 Diredians, &c. in the New Teftament. 
Perſonal pronouns are applied to Gop they 
are uſed in the /ngular number only; to 
ſnew that Gop is one Mind, or one alone. 


vi. 6, 9. But thou, when thou prayeſt, 
prav to thy FATHER whech is in ſecret, and 
thy FATHER, which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall 

reward thee openly. —— After this manner, 
therefore, pray ye: Our FATHER, which 
art in heaven, Luke xi. 2. 5 


„Luke xi. 1 3- Tf ye then, being evil, know 
bow to. give good gifts unto pour children e 
how much more ſhall your, heavenly Fa- 
THER give the Holy Spirit to them that 
2. bim f 
„ John i iv. 21, 2 Je Jeſus ſaith unto the wo- 
man, Believe me, the hour cometh when ye 
| ſhall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Je- 
ruſalem worſhip the FA THEN. — But the 
| hour cometh, and now is, when the true Wor- 
Y ſhippers ſpall worſpip the Fara in ſpirit 
and in truth ; for the FATHER Ann ſuch 
40 n Ain. 


John 11 3; 14. And whatſrever ye 
* aſe in my name, that will I do, that the 
FATHER 


„ 


Directions, &c. in the Liturgy. * 


feſſion of a true faith, to acknowledge the glo- 
ry of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of 


the divine Majeſty to worſhip the Unity.” 
Collect for Trinity Sund. 


9 Above all ching ye muſt give moſt hum- 
ble and hearty thanks to God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, for the Redemp- 


tion of the world by the death and paſſion of 


dur Saviour Chriſt. To Him therefore with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, let us give, 
(as we are moſt bounden) continual thanks.” 

| Exhortation at the eg 


* 
ts $ 115 FF J. 


Ny tt it very meet, right, and "our 
Zounden duty, that we ſhould at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, 
O0 Lord almighty, and everlaſting” God, 
which art one God, one Lord, not one only 
Perſon, but three Perſons, in one ſubſtance. 


For that which we believe of the glory of 


the Father; the ſame we believe of the SON, 


and of the Holy Ghoſt, without any dif- | 


ference or inequality.” > 

Collect in the Communion for Trinity 
urs 
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6  Diredlions, Sc. in the New Teſltment. 


ATH ER may be glorified in the Son. Tf 
ye. Hall aſe We "oF in my name, 1 will | 
r 

N. B. This is the firſt mention that our 
Lord makes of prayer being offered up to 
God in his name. And it is remarkable, 
that though he tells them that he will ds 
thoſe things for them, which they ſhall alk 
of the Father, yet he does not bid them to 
aſk thoſe things of Him, but, of the Father in 
his name. Surely, if in any caſe he had in- 
- tended to direct them to offer up prayer to 
Himſelf, it would have been in thoſe caſes, 
where he would be the perſon to do thoſe 
rbings for them which,,they aſked. — Is 
not this inference neceffacily to be drawn 
from hence, That our Saviour intended to 
inſtruct his diſciples, That Prayer was the 
peculiar honour due to the Father, the ſame 
as under the Old Teſtament, and as the 
light of reaſon directs? — An  Impertial 
Enquiry what is the TEST of our. Savi- 
gur's Miracles, &c. a for Noon, 17 0, 


p-. 56, 57+ 
1 —— ch. XY, : 


ts. 


Directions, Sc. in the Liturgy. 7 4 


« Ye have prayed that our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt would vouckiſafe to receive him, to 
releaſe him of his fins, to ſanctify him with | i F 
the Holy Ghoſt, to give him the kingdom of 1 
heaven, and everlaſting life.” | 4 

fr Public Baptiſin for Infants, 


> & 


8 Directions, Sc. in the New Teſtament. 


ch. xv. 16. 1 have choſen you, that 


whathever ye ſhall of of the FATHER in 
15 name, He may give it you. 


Nn « Hero i repeated the fame com- 

mand as in the former paſſage ;——that they 
might keep it always ſtrongly impreſſed up- 
on their minds, as a principle that ought 
always to be ſteadily adhered to, viz. That 
all Prayer is to be offered up to God, even 


the Father, and to no other Perſon what- 8 
ſoever.” 


— ch. xvi. 23. And in that day ye ſhall 

4ſt Mx nothing : verily, verily, I ſay unto 

you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſe the F ATHER in 
my name, He will give it you. 


N. B. Left they ſhould miſtake and think 
they were to pray to Him for any thing, 
when he left them, and returned to the 
Father, he expreſsly forbids them to do. it. 
« In that day, (ſays he) ye ſhall aſk me no- 
thing.” To this remark it is proper to ſub- 
join the following: Hitherto He, (i. e. our 
Saviour Chriſt) had been all along preſent 
with 


— 


Diredtions, &c. in the New Teflament. 9 


with his diſciples, as it were in God's ſtead, 

in ſome reſpe&s, with 4 divine power to heal 
bodily diſeaſes, to inſtruct in the divine will, 
to forgive fins, and to comfort and eſtabliſh 
them in their faith in him. In conſequence 
of which they had recourſe to him in all 
their wants and diſtreſſes, Matt. viii. 2 5. 
« Lord, fave us, we periſh,” Luke xvii. 5. 
Lord increaſe our faith.” But as he was 
now ſoon going to be withdrawn from them, 
he acquaints them, that when that event 
took place, they were no more to apply to 
him for any thing, but to God, the Father, 
{the common Father of him and of them all) in 
Bis name. Lindſey 8 Apology, P- 121, 122. 
3d. edit. 


Rom. xv. 6. That ye may, ark one c mind | 
and one mouth, glorify God, even the Fa- 


THER of our Lord Feſus Chr! iſe. 


Epheſ, It, 8, For through Him, 34 e 


Chriſt, we both have acceſs, 9 one Spirit. unta 
\ the Far RER. 


1 14. 1c. For 2 cauſe I bow 
my knees unto the FATHER of our Lord 


Feſus 


r INES 


10 | Direction, Se. in the New Teſtament. 
Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth | ts named. 


3 


— V. 20. Giving thanks always for all 
things unto God, even the FATHER, in the 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. See alſo 


Col. i. 3. 12, ch. iti, 17. 


Iames iii. 9. Therewith Bl: % we Gop, 
BVER THE ee, | 


1 Pet. i. 17. And Fs ye call on the FA- 
THE R, who without pelt of perſons fudgeth 
atcording to every man's work, paſs the ime 
of your fojourning here in fear. 


Rev. xxi. 8, 9. And when I had heard and 


feen, I fell down to worſhip before the feet 


of the Angel, which ſhewed me theſe things. 

Then ſaith he unto me, See thou do it not, for 
J am thy fellow-ſervant, and of thy brethren 
the prophets, and of them which keep the 


fayings of this book : worſhip God, 


| N. B. The concluſion wh. riſes "TIM 
the current and uniform language of theſe 
texts, 


Directions, Gc. in the New Teflament. 11 
texts, is this, — That all Prayer is to be 
offered up to God, even the Father, in the 
name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. There is no 
command to pray to Chriſt. Two texts, 
it may perhaps be alledged, are omitted, 
which countenance the paying of reli- 
gious worſhip to our Lord. The one is the 


baptiſmal form, Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of 


be Pather, and of tbe Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. But the act of being baptized in the 
name of Chriſt is not an act of religious wor- 
ſhip, but only an acknowledgement of his 


divine authority. Thus Paul ſpeaks of bap- 


tizing in his own name; the Iſraelites were 
baptized unto Moſes. Neither can any ar- 
gument to this purpoſe be juſtly drawn from 
the Son and holy Ghoſt: being named to- 
gether with the Father. The angels are 
named with God and Chrift. 1 Tim. v. 21. 
I charge thee, ſaith the apoſtle, before God, 
and the Lord Fefus Chriſt, and the elect An- 
gels, that thou obferve theſe things. So 1 Sam. 
ii. 18. All the people feared greatly tbe 


Lord and Samuel. 1 Chorn. xxix. 20. And 


all the congregation bleſſed the Lord God 
of their fathers, and bowed down their heads 
Pl. and 


> > ON 4 "BAY 
«xa TK 
Ls. Ea ard ho 


EE Un ww lin: Shows >. - 
3 C 
JJ „ö 


12 Directions, &c. in the New Teſtament. 
and worſhipped the Lord and the King. See 


alſo Exod. xiv. 31. Judges vii. 18, 20. 


2 Chron, xx. 20. No equality can be in- 
ferred from ſuch a conjunction, either of 
rank or claims ; much leſs does it afford 
any grounds for prayer to the r. thus 
1d with God. 


The hae text is; Heb. i. 6. And when 
Be bringeth again his firſt begotten into the 
world he faith, Let all the Angels of God 
worſhip Him. Other paſſages will explain 


this: ho (i. e. Jeſus Chriſt) is gone into 


«© heaven, and is on the right hand of 


„God; angels, and authorities, and powers 
being made ſubject unto him.“ 1 Pet. 


iti. 22. According to the working of his 
* mighty power, which he wrought in 
«, Chriſt, when he raiſed him from the dead, 
1 and ſet him at his own right hand in the 
« heavenly places, far above all principality 
« and power, and might, and dominion, 


« and every name, that is named, not only 


„in this world, but alſo in that which 
« is to come, and hath put all things 
* under his feet, and gave him to be 5 
70 bead over all _ to the Church. E Pheſ. 

. 19. 


Directions, &c. in the New Teſtament. 13 
i. 19, 20, 21, 22. Theſe texts ſhew that 
the worſhip demanded of Angels was the 
reverence, honour, and ſubjection due 
from inferiors to their Lord. It is not 
caſy to diſcover how it can be proved from 
this text, that mankind are to pray to 
Chriſt.” 


In a word, it ſhould be always remem- 
bered, that particular texts and unuſual 
phraſes muſt be explained by the general 
language of ſcripture ; and underſtood in 3 
manner agreeable to the tenor and d defign of 
its current declarations. 
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24 Prayers, &c. in the New Teflament. 


SECTION II. | 


Religious ADDRESSES, PRAYERS, and BE- 
NEDICTIONS Found i in the New Teſta- 
ment. 


Matt. vi. 9, 10. After this manner there- 
fore pray ye. Our FAT RHRER, which art in 

beaven, hallowed be thy name; Tav kingdom 
come. THy will be done in earth, as it is in 
Heaven. dee alſo Luke xi. 2, 


LExi. 25, 26. At that time e Feſus anſwered 
and ſaid, I thank thee, O FATHER, Lord of 
heaven and earth, becauſe THoVv haſt hid theſe 
ö things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt re- 
vealed them unto babes. Even ſo, FATHER, 
For fo it ſeemed good in THY fight. Thus 
| Luke . 24s 


— XXIV. 39. And he went a little further, 
and fell on his face and prayed, ſaying, O 
My FATHER, F it be poſſible let this cup 
paſs from Me : nevertheleſs not as I will, but 
as THOU wilt. | 


v. 42. 


Prayers, Sc. in the LITURGY. 5 + 


PRAYERS, ADDRESSES, and DOXOLOGLES 
in the Book of Common Prayer, befides thoſe 
directiy offered up to God the Father. 


«© Tou art the king of glory, O Chriſt. 

« Thou art the ——— Son of the 
Father. 

When thou 0 upon chats to de- 
liver man thou didſt r not 880 che e 8 
womb. _ | | 

<« When thou hadſt overcome the Guin 
neſs of death thou didſt open the kingdom 
of heaven to all believers. 

Thou ſitteſt at the right hand of God-i in 
the glory of the Father. 
We believe that thou ſhalt come to be 
our Judge. 

«© We therefore pray thee to help a 
| ſervants, whom thou haſt redeemed with 
thy precious blood. 


% Make them to be numbered with thy 


faints in glory everlaſting.” 
5 Te Deum. 


—— © When two or three are gathered 


together in thy name. 
* O God 
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15 Prayers, Ge. in the New Teftament- 
eV. 42. He went away again the ſecond 
time, and prayed, ſaying, O MY FaTrtR, if 
this cup Qmay not paſs from me, except I drink 
i, THY: Nulli be done. See likewiſe, Mark 


xiv. 36. La xxii. 42. 


Luke xxiii. 34. Then faid Feſus, Fa- 
THER, forgive them ; for they know nat 
what they da. 5 


—v. 46. And when Yeſus had cried with a. 


loud voice, be ſaid, FATHER, late wy bands 
| Feommend my ſpirit. 


John xi. 41. And Feſws lift up his eyes, 
and aid, FATHER, T thank thee, that Thou 


haſt heard me. 


— Xi. 27, 28. Now is my ſoul troubled, , 


at what ſhall I fay, FATHER, fave me 
from this hour | 6 but for this cauſe came 1 | 
unto this hour. FATHER, glorify thy name. 


5 — vii. 1, 1 5 Theſ words ſpate Peſur, aud 
lift up his eyes to heaven and ſaid, FATHER, 
| the hour i is come, glor ify thy Son, that thy Son 
alſo may glorify TER. This is life eternal 
| that they might know THEE, the only true 
God, 


\ Prayers, Sc. in the LITURGY. \ 17 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the 
world, have mercy upon us, miſerable 
ſinners. | 

O God the holy Ghoſt, proceeding 
from the Father and the Son, have mercy 
upon us miſerable ſinners. 


O holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity, 


three Perſons, and one God, have mercy 
upon us, miſerable ſinners, 

* Whom thou haſt redeemed by thy 
molt precious blood. By the myſtery of 
thy holy incarnation ; by thy holy nativity 
and circumciſion ; by thy baptiſm, faſting, 
and temptation ; by thine agony and bloody 
ſweat; by thy croſs. and paſſion ; by thy 


precious death and burial; by thy glorious 


reſurrection and aſcenſion ; and by the com- 


ing of the holy Ghoſt. 
« Son of God, we beſeech thee to hear us. 


« Son of God, we beſeech thee to hear us. 
„O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 


ſins of the world, 

« Have mercy upon us. 

O Chriſt, hear us. 

« 0 Chriſi, hear us. 

« Lord, have mercy upon us. 
« Lord, have mercy upon us. 


* | „ Chriſt 
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78 Prayers, &c. in the New Teſtament. 


God, and Feſus Chrift whom thou haſt ſent. 


And ſo ESO particularly. 


. 5. Jai? wal O FATHER, glorify t hon 


| Me with thine own We | 


— v. 11. Hd now J am no more in the 


_ world, but theſe are in the world, and I come 


ro. THEE. Holy FATHER, keep through thine 
own name thoſe whom rHou haſt given me. 


Lv. 13. And now I come to thee. 


V. 24. Fand 7 will that 15 ah 
whom THOU oy given me, be with Mme where 
Jam. 


— V. 25. O righteous FATHER, the world 
hath not known. thee ; but I have known thee. 


Acts iv. 24, 2 5 26. And when they had 


heard that, they lift up their voice to God 


with one accord, and ſaid, LORD, THOU art 
Gop, which haſt made heaven and earth, 


the ſea, and all that in themis; who by the 


mouth of thy ſervant David haſt Haid, Why 
did the Heathen rage, and the people imagine 
4 vain thing + ? And now, LORD, behold * 
| their 


3 


thee, 0) Jeſus. 


Prayers, &c: in the LIT ur. 19 


c Chriſt, have mercy upon us. 

* Chriſt, have mercy upon us. 

* Lord, have mercy upon us. 

& Lord, have mercy upon us: 

46 From our enemies defend us, O Chriſt, 

«© O Son of David, have mercy upon us. 

1 Both now and henceforth Me mn to 
heat 0 Obriſt. 1470 

Graciouſly hear us, 0 Chriſt: * 
ciouſly hear * O Lord . wh 


| Litany, 


— * To wha; with thee amd the holy 


Ghoſt be all honour 992 glory, now. and for | 
ever.” 1 
"Prayer i in the time of famine, 


* 0 Lord jeſu Chriſt, who at 8 fl 
arena 


Collect for the 3d. Sunday in Advent: 


— * Who prayed for his murderers to 


Collect, for St. Stephen” 8 Gays 
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20 Prayers, Sr. in the New Teflament. 


their threatuings ; and grant unto thy ſer- 
vants, that with all boldneſs they may ſpeak 
thy word, by ftretebing forth thy hand to 


Heal; and that ſigns and wonders may be 


dont by the name of the holy child Feſus. 


N. B. This Prayer may ſerve to aſcer- 
tain who was the object of their addreſs in 


that Prayer, which we have Acts ch. i. 24. 


And they prayed, and ſaid, Thou LoRD, which 


Anoweſt the hearts of all men, fhew whether 


of theſe two thou haſt choſen. The preciſion 
and certainty in the former, elucidates the 
meaning, and clears up the ambiguity of 
the latter paſſage ; eſpecially when it is con- 
fidered that they had yet not received, (the 
ſpirit being not yet given) any proof of 
Chriſt's power in heaven; ſuppoſing that 


power to be a foundation for prayers to 


Him : and as Grotius obſerves, they addreſs 
the LoRD here under the character of the 
Being who /earcheth the heart, which is the 
prerogative of God only ; for though Chriſt 
ſpeaketh of himſelf as ſearching the heart 
and reins, yet he claims there only delegated 


powers which he had received of bis Fa- 


THER, Rev. ii, 23. compared with the 27th 
< * "Porte, 


Prayers, &c. in the LITURGY. 2 


By whom, and with whom, in the 
unity of the holy Ghoſt, all honour and 
glory be unto thee, O Father. . 

Prayer after the Communion. 


« O Lord, ths only begotten Son, Jeſa 
Chriſt, O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son 


of the Father, that takeſt away the fins of 
the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 


that takeſt away the ſins of the world, have 
mercy upon us. Thou that takeſt away the 
fins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou 


that fitteſt at the right hand of God the 


Father, have mercy upon us. | 
“ For thou only art holy, thou * art 
the Lord: Thou only, O Chriſt, with the 


holy Ghoſt, art moſt high in the glory of < 


God the Father,” 
The ame. 
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22 Prayers, &c. in the New Teſtament. 
verſe. Rom. i. 8: I thank my God through 
Jeſus Chrift, for you all. 1 Cor. i. 4. I thank 
my GoD (v. 3, Gop our FATHER) always 
on your hehal It, Jar the grace of Gor which 
Fs _—_ 701 in 4 C * 

— x. 5 57 Thanks. be 10 Gop, which 
| piveth us ant vidory, th 0 our Lord 2 0 
ou: | 

$12 9 i. bg "Bluſe, be . even the Fa- 

THEE of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the FATHER 
of mercies,"and the Gon of all comfort, wa 
| 5 us in of aur indes. 


- 
2 48 * Feds FLY 14 ** 
* + Wu 


85 Eph, 30 BIG he the Gov and Fas 
TER g/ vir Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath 
Bleſſed us with all ſpiritual ble ſings i in beavenly . : 
faces in Thr; fe 


1 Pet. i. 3. Bleſſed be the Gor and FA - 
THER of our Lord Feſus Chri iht, which ac- 
cording fo his abundant mercy hath begotten 


us again unto a lively hope, by the reſurrection 
of Teſus Chriſt N the deat. | 


! 


N. B. The 


Prayers, &c. in the New Teflament. 23 


N. B. The texts in the preceeding ſection 
prove that Chriſt and his Apoſtles directed 
men to pray to God, even the F ATHER only. 

The texts in this ſhew, that bat they prayed 
only to Gon, even the F ATHER Zhemelves. 
Nay, it is on this ſubject a weighty and de- 
ciſive argument, that there is no paſſage in 
the whole New Teſtament, that records an 
inſtance of proper prayer addreſſed otherwiſe 


than to the perſon of the FATHER, except 


Acts vii. 59. where Stephen at his martyr- 
dom 1s repreſented as uſing theſe words, 
Lord Feſus, receive my Sirit. The word 
God in our tranſlation is not in the original. 
It is a ſingle inſtance, and a peculiar caſe. 
He ſeems to have ſpoken under the lively 
impreſſions of a preſent or immediately pre- 
ceeding viſion, in which he ſaw the glory 
of God, and Jeſus ſtanding on the right 
hand of God, In ſuch cu be 
commended his ſpirit to Jeſus, ſor whoſe 
ſake he was then expiring : and as 
to the prayer for his enemies, his uſing 


the word Lord (obſerves the author of 
a cloſe and valuable piece) by no means 


implies that it was directed to him: this 
is a title by which the great God him- 
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24 Prayers, &c. in the New 7 eftament. 


ſelf, whoſe glory he ſaw, is generally ad- 
dreſſed. See a Letter to the gl 'of Care 
liſle, p· 24 A 


ee, l. 5 Wos 78, thing I be- 
fought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
From me. N. B. It is far from being clear 
and certain, that this is an addreſs to Chriſt. 
When the uniform language of the preceed- 
ing examples and directions is conſidered, it 
is next to a certainty, that Paul ſhould be re- 
garded as praying here to Gop the FATHER. 
In the 1ſt verſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks of vi don? 
and revelations of the LoRx D. He ſays in 
the 2d and 3d verſes, that at the time he 
had theſe viſions and revelations, whether 
he was in the body or out of the body, 
was known only to God: which ſhews, 
that by vj Mone and revelations of the Lord, 
he means ©/ ifrons and revelations of God ; and 
which therefore farther ſhews; that it was to 
God he prayed, that the thorn in the fleſh 
might depart from him. Letters on the Mor 
ip of Cbriſt, by TunOSERBESs, p. 23. Dr. 
Hammond thus paraphraſes, And I ear- 
; neltly "ne wade to Ged t to be e Rem! it. 
hers 


k 


Prayers, &c. in the New Teftament. 25 


There is' a third text, 1 Tim. 1: 1 
thunk Chriſt Feſus gur Lord, who hath en- 
abled me, for that be counted me faithful, 

putting me into the miniſtry. N. B. It is not 
conſiſtent with the general ſtrain of the pre- 
ceeding directions and examples to under- 
ſtand this as an addreſs of thanks to Chriſt 
as an object of worſhip, but a ſudden emo- 
tion of gratitude in the apoſtle's mind, and 
expreſſion of his thankfulneſs to Chriſt for 
his own miraculous converſion (Acts ix.) 
and call to be an Apoſtle.“ LIN DSEx's 
Apology, p. 131. LE CLERE tranſlates. the 
words thus: J'ai ſujet de rendre graces 


a Jeſus Chriſt notre Seigneur. i. e. I owe 
thanks.to Feſus Chriſt, or I have reaſon to be 


thankful to him. The original is xa ex 
and it is ſubmitted to the critical reader, 
whether this imports more than a ſenſe of 
obligation to another, or ever expreſſes the 
46 of thankſgiving. This I obſerve, is de- 
noted by xg Luke xvii. 11. John 
xi. 41. Rom. i, 8. vii. 25. 1 Cor. 


4. 4, 14. ch. xiv; 18. Phil. i. 3 1. Theſ. 


"Us t .,. FREE 3. Phil. v. 4. The 
phraſe xa exew occurs, I believe, only here 
and Luke xvii. 9, and 2 Tim. i. 3. 


$EC- 


( 26 ) 
SECTION II. 
Devout WISHES in the New Tann. 


0 M. 1. Trallthat be in Aoki be- 
ved of God, called to be ſaints ;' Grace 
0 10 you! and peace from Guns our ee 


and the . TO” _— 


707 In: 12 b 
(XL xvi, 20.24%: 2 be grace” ih our te 
FJeſur e ee 4, 7750 al; ui 1 Cor. 
vil. 25. a as 


4 L 
«4 
1 


vg Cor, i * 3. 5 be unto you, and peace 
from God 122 e 28 from he L Jalit 
| Or? _ ; 


2 Cir: 5 . n. Grace be to you, and peace 
Po God our ONO: and from the Lorg 


27 2 ON 


i Sit 14. 7 22 grace of the 1 Lord Yeh 
Chrift, and the love of God, and the communion 
of the holy Ghoſt be with you all. 


1 8 Gal. 


Devout Wiſhes in the Liturgy. 27 


D evaut Wisn Es that occur in tbe Book 
1 Common PRAYER. 


OD the Father, God the Son, 

and God the holy Ghoſt, bleſs 
preſerve, and keep you. 

| Matrimony. 


Our Lord Jeſus, who hath left 
power to his church to abſolve all fin- 
ners, who truly repent and believe in him, 
of his great dete forgive thee thine of- 
fences.” g 


5 Vibtätien of the Sick. a 
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28 Devout Wiſhes in the New 7 fament. 


Gal. 1. 3. Grace be to you, and peace from 
Cod our F ather, and from oi our Lord Feſus 
- A 


L vi. 18. Brethren, the grace of our 
Lord Fejus Chriſt be with gia Spirit. 


Eph. i. 2. Grace be to you, an peace from 
God our ＋ arber, . owe the Lord Jeſus 
Chr Cal 


6 


& 5 vi. 2 3. 24. Peace be to the brethren, 
5 and love, with faith from God the Father, and 
the Lord Feſus Chri if, Grace be with. them 

that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity. 


Phil. i. 2. Grace be unto you, and peace 
from God our F ather, and Jrow tbe Lord 


Jeſus Chr: . 


iv. 23. The grace of our Lord el 
 Chrift A with you all, 


Col. i. 2, Grace be unto you, 10 peace 
from God our F n and the Lord Teſus 
Chr iſe. 


—— iv. 18. Grace be with you. 
fel, 


Devout Wiſhes in the New Teftament. 29 


1 The. i. 1. Grace be unto vou, and 
? peace from God our Father, and the Lord 


Feſus C briſt. 


ch. in. 11, 12. Now God ime , 
and our Father, and our Lord Fefus Chri ft, 
direct our way unto you and the Lord mate 
you fo encreaſe and abound in love towards one 
another, and towards all men, even as we do 


towards you : to the end He may eftebliſh your 


hearts unblameable in bolneſi before God, even 
our FATHER, at the coming of our Lord Feſis | 


Chriſt with all his ſaints. 


ch. v. 23, 28. And the very God of 
peace ſanflify you wholly ; and I pray God 
your whole ſpirit, foul, and body be preſerv- 
ed blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord 
FJeſus Chriſt. T he grace of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt be with you. 


2 Thel. i. 2. Grace unto you, and peace 
from GoD our RY and the Lord * 
_ Chriſt. 


Chrift himſelf, aud God even our FATHER, 
which hath loved us, and hath given us ever- 


 tiftin 2 


ii. 16, 17. New our Lord Sus 
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36 Devout Wiſhes in the New Teftament. 
laſting conſolation and good hope rbrough grace, 


comfort your hearts, and ftabl, ih Jou i in 88 
good word and work. 


— i. 5. . the ated biret your hearts 
into the Iove of God, and into the 2 Wait- 


ing for Chriſt. 


. 16, 18. Now the Logo of peace 
bimſelf give you peace always, by all means. 
The Lox p be with you all. —The grace of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt be with you all. , 


— 


1 Tim. i. 2. Grace, mercy, and peace from 
Gop.- our "FATHER, and Yeſus Ghrift our 
Lor d. | , \ | 


— V. 21. Grace be with thee. 
2 Tim. i. 2. To Timothy, my dearly be- 
loved: grace, mercy, and peace from Gop 


the FATHER, and TFeſus Cori our * 


—— v. 18. The LoRD grant * may fnd 
yy of the Lord m that day, 


ch. iv. 2 2. N 


Devout Wiſhes in the New 7. eftament. 31 
—— ch. iv. 22. The Lord Feſus Chriſt 
be with thy ſpirit. Grace be with you. 
Tit. i. 4. To Titus, mine own ſon, after the 
common faith: grace, mercy, and peace from 


Gop the FATHER, and the att s capa) 
tbe Saviour. 


— ch. 111. 1 125 Grace be with 85 all. 


Philemon v. 3. Grace be to you, Fre 


peace from GoD our FATHER, and the Lord 


Jol cli 


—— vV. 25. The grace of our Lind 75 
185 apes be with your HW: 


Heb. MOI 20, 21. Now the Go 


of peace that brought again from the dead 
eur Lord Feſus Chriſt, that great ſhepherd of 


the ſheep; through the blood of the everlaſt- 


ing covenant, make you perfect in ruery good 


work to do his will; working in you that which 
is well pleaſing in his fight, through Teſus 
Chrift : to whoty be- glory Tm ever and ever. 


Amen. 
« | — 25, Grace 
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32 Devout Wiſhes inthe New Teſtament. 
9 2 5 . Grace * 2 on "2 


x Pet. i. 2. Gy unto you, and Pan be 


| _— 


— ». x. 14. The God of all grace, 
who hath called us to his eternal glory 
by Chriſt Feſus, after that ye have ſuffered 
awhile, make you perfect, ſtabliſp, ſtrengtben, 
ſettle you. Peace be with you all that are in 


Cbriſt Jeſus. 


2 Pet. i. 2. Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you, through the knowledge o Go D, 
and Jolas our Lord. 


2 John v. i. Grace be with you, mercy 
and peace from Gop the FATHER, and 
from the Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Son of the 
F ATHER, in truth and love. 


Jude v. 2. Mercy unto you, and peace and 
love be multiplied. 


Rev. i. 4, 5. Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from Him which is, and which was, 
and which is to come ; and from the ſeven 


ſpirits 


Devout Wiſhes in the New 7. eflament. 33 


ſpirits which are before the throne 3 and from 


Feſus Chriſt, who is the faithful witneſs, and 


the firſt begotten of the deads and the Jun 
of the kings of the earth. 


—— xxii. 21. The grace of our Lord 
* eſus Chr iſt be wit b you all. Amen. 


« N. B. The above paſſages are only pious | 


wiſhes, not prayers. That this is the true 


interpretation and not mere aflertion, ap- 


pears from Rev. i. 4. Otherwiſe it may as 


well be ſaid, that the writer prays to the 


ſeven ſpirits there named, which are after - 


wards in the ſame book, v. 6, called the 


Lamb's Eyes; i. e. Chriſt's angels or meſ- 
ſengers, ſent forth into all the 1 5 Lind- 
ſey's W P. 132: 
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character of the FATHER alone, 


1 


s ECTION Iv. 
best e e 5e hier fare U 0 


6 . 


AT T. vi. 13. For Tring is the 
kingdom, the 8 and the glory. 


| Amen. 


0 Laube 5 li. 14. Glryt to God in the bighth. 


Rem. i i. 25. More len the Creator, who 
7s 504 Vel "wt ever. Amen, | 


— xi. 2 3. I O the A of the riches 
both * the wiſdom and knowledge of God. 


For of Him, through Him, and to Him are all 
things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


xvi. 25, 27. Now to him that is of 
power to flabliſb you, according to my goſpel, 


and the preaching of Feſus Chrift.—To Gon 


only wiſe, be glory through Foſs Cheiſt, for 


| ever. Amen. 


N. B. The only wiſe God, is the proper 


2 Cer, 


Worſhip, Ge. among Diſſenters. 35 


DIRECTIONS and PRECEDENTS as to the 
Object of Worſhip ; and DoxoLoGIEs col- 
lected from os Writings of DI1SSENTERS. 


ELIGIOUS wor is to be 
given to God the Father, the 
Son, and the 22 075 Gooſe and to Him 
alone.” 1 
The Aſſembly's Conf. of Faith, ch. 21. 


„ The ſecond part of prayer is ado- 


ration, and it contains, (1) A mention of 


his nature as God; and this includes his 


moſt original properties and perfections. 
His unity of eſſence, that there is no other 
| God beſides Him. His unconceiveable ſub- 
ſiſtence in three Perſons, the Father, the Son, 
and the holy Spirit ; which myſtery of the 
Trinity is a moſt proper object of our adora- 
tion and wonder ; fince it fo much ſurpaſſes 
our underſtanding.” \ 


Watt's Guide to Prayer, p. 6. 
% To thee, O F ather, Son, and holy 


spirit, belong everlaſting power and ho- - 


nour.“ Ibid p. 41. 
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36 Davxulogies in the New Teflament. 


2 Cor. xi. 31. The Gop and FATHER 


of our Lord Feſus Cori ior 8 which ts {ant om 
 EVErMONE. © 


Gal, i. 4. 5. Py to the will of G on 
te . 70 WHOM be glery for ever and 
Ka 


Epheſ. i iii, 20, 21. Now unto him. that is 
able to ao exceeding abundantly above all that 
ave aſe or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto HIM be glory in the church 
by : Chriſt Feſus, throughout all ages, world 
ene end. Amen. | 


Phil, 3 10. Now mee Gop even our FA- 
| Turn, » be glory fer # ever any ever. Amen. 


1 Tim. i . 17. Now unto at King el 
er! invifible, the ouly wiſe Gov, be 


— vi. 14, 15, 1 16.— Until the appear- 
ing of aur Lord Jeſus Chrift.; which, in his 
time he ſhall ſhew, who is the bleſſed and on(y 
| potentate, the King of kings, and Lord 9 

bord; who 0 hath mmertality, dwelling 
its 


- Worſhip, Ge. among Diſſnters. 37 


t We muſt give honour to the three 


Perſons 1 in the Godhead diſtinctiy: To 
the Father, the Son, and the holy Ghoſt ; 
that great and ſacred name into which we 
were © baptized.” | 


« We pay our homage to the Three that 
bear record in heaven, the F ather, the Word, 
and the holy Ghoſt; for theſe Three are 


One. We pay our homage to the exalted 
Redeemer, who is the faithful Witneſs. 


We alſo worſhip the holy Ghoſt, the Cone 
forter,” 


Henry's Method of Prayer. 


« We may conclude all with Doxologies or 


ſolemn praiſes to God, aſcribing honour 


and glory to the Father, the n and the 


holy Ghoſt.” 
Ibid; 


« Now to G64 the Father, the Son, an 
the holy Ghoſt, that great name into whieh 
1 was' baptized, be honour and glory, do- 


minion and praiſe, for ever and ever. Amen.“ 
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35 ä Doxolggies in the New Te hae. 


in the light which no man can approach unto, 
whom no man hath, or can fee; to whom be 
bonout and power everlaſting. , Amen. 


N. B. This paſſage doth not include 
Jeſus Chriſt ; but exclude Him : for God 
is to ſhew him at his appearing, and He is 
not the Being who dwelleth in light inac- 
ceſſible, but is the image of the inviſible 
GOB. 


I Pet. v. 10, 11. But the Gop of all 

grace, who hath called us unto his eternal 
glory by Jeſus Chriſt, flrengthen you; — 
to Him be glory and dominion 7 nth ever and 
ever. A | 


. 8 v. 24, 25. Now unto Him that is 
able to keep vou from falling, and to preſent 
you faultleſs before the preſence of his glory 
with exceeding joy; to the only wiſe Gop our 
Saviour, be glory and majeſty, dominion and 
power, both now and for ever. Amen. dee 
Rom, xvi. 25. 27. 


Rev. iv. 


| Worſhip, &c. among Difenters. 0 
* To Him (1. e. Jeſus Chriſt) with the 
F ather and eternal Spirit, be glory and 
praiſe, now f and for ever. 


* Now unto the King eternal, immortal, 
inviſible, the only wiſe God, and our God, 
in Three Perſons, Father, Son, and holy 
Ghoſt, be honour and glory, dominion 
and praiſe henceforth and for ever. A- 
men. „ e 


„% Now to God the Father, 8dn, and 
Spirit, be aſcribed the bam wars power, 1 
glory, henceforth and for ever.“ 


The ſame. 


© —— Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 3. 
to whom with thee, O Father, and thine. 
holy Spirit, be everlaſting praiſes.” - . + 
Dopprict's Addreſs to a Maſter of a 
Family. 


The. above quotations are ſpecimens. of 


the opinions and practices. received by many 
Difſenters. From, the very nature of their 
general principles it happily reſults that no- 
ATE is eſtabliſhed among them under the 
a | D 4  autÞority 
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4 Dowvlogits in tht New Tylavitnt. 
Rev. iv. 8, 11. And they reſt not day and 
night; ſaying, Holy, holy, LoxD God A 
mighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 
' when thoſe Beaſts give glory and honour 

1 thanks to him that ſat on the throne, 
Fa Thou art worthy, O Lomb, to re- 
terve glory and honour, and power; for thou 
baſt created all things, and for thy oo 


they are and were created. 


N. B. The a eharacters of Gon 
the FATHER, in this famous paſſage, 
are, (1.) Holy Lord God Almighty. (a.) 
Who was, and is, and is to come. (3.) 
Who liveth for ever and ever. (4.) Who 
' fitteth on the throne. Theſe terms or cha- 
racters are never applied 1 to * Son or the 
Wa G. g 


— ch. vii. 11, 12. A the Angels — 
fell before the throne on their faces, and wor- 
ripped Gov, ſaying, Amen. Bleſſing, and 
Flory, and wiſdom, and t hani giving. ani 
Honour, und power, and might be unto on 
 Gop, for ever and ever. Amen. 


— Xi. 34 


authority and ſandtion of human Jews: nor is 


any uniformity, in this point, obſerved athdilg 
them. Some few of their miniſters may, 


perhaps, run into direct addreſſes to Chriſt, 
and even to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
but the moſt uſual form of Trinitarian wor- 
ſhip retained amongſt theth; it is well known, 
are confined to ſuch doxologies às ate abo 


quoted. And it has been the effect of their 


freedom from the ſhackles of an eſtabliſh- 
ment, that many Diſſenting Societies have 
long fince entirely laid aſide of diſparded the 
unſcriptural and corrupt modes of trinita- 
rian worſhip ; and exhibited the purity and 
ſimplicity of the Chriſtian dectrine if the 
' Worſhip of the only living and tfue God; 


the one God and Father of all, through | 


* Chriſt. 


| Worſhip, Gr. among Diſſenters. * 4 
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— xv. 3. And they Aang the ſong 3 
Moſes the ſervant of GoD, and the Vong of 
the Lamb, ja Ving, Great and marvellous are 
thy works, LorD Gop Almighty, Juſt and 
true are thy ways, thou . of ſaints. 


—  XIX. 1. 5 Lond a great voice of much 
people in heaven, ſaying, Allelyya: Salvation 
and glory, and honour, and power, unto the 
Lon D our Gop. 


DoxoLoGits to Gop the FaTtrrs, and 
d nnr, 

Rev. v. 13. And every creature heard 
gp 4 faying, Ble effing, and honour, and glory, and 
power be unto Him that fitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 

— vii. 9. 10. A great multitud—cried 
with à loud voice, ſaying, Salvation to our 
Gop, who fitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb. 


DoxoL oc ins 


Doxologies in the New Tyaments 44 


Doro applied to Cuklis r. 


2 Pet. inf. 8. But grow in grace, and in 
tbe knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 
Chrift To Him be glory both now and for” 


ever. | Amen. : 


7 


Rev. i. 5, 6. Unto Him that loved us, and 
waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood, and. 
hath made us kings and prieſts unto Gop and 
his FATHER ; f him be glory and dominion 


for ever and ever. Amen. 


Lu. 9. And they ſung a new ſong, ſay- 


ing, Thou art worthy to take the book, and | 
open the ſeals thereof ; for thou waſt ſlain, 


and has redeemed us unto GoD by thy blood, 
out of every kindred, and longue, and yes 


and nation. 


„9 


- ae} Wh 11, 12. And I beheld and heard. 


the voice of many Angels round about the 


throne, and the beaſts, and the elders, ſay- 


ing with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb 


that was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, 


and wiſdom, and firength, and honour, and 


glory, and * Hing. 


N. B. 
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N. B. It may be remarked on the preceed= 
ing claſſes of doxologies, that i in one only 
is there a direct addreſs to our bleſſed Savi- 
out, viz. ch. v. 9, and then he is repreſented 
as pteſent and viſible. It is no more than 
an expreſſion of high eſteem and grateful joy 
in his character, ſimilar to the aſcriptions 
made by the multitudes, as he entered into 
ee who cried, ſaying, Ho anna fo the 
Son of David ; bleſſed is He that cometh in 
tbe name of the LoRD 3 Hoſanna in the 
higheſt. Matt. xxi. 9. Yet it appears that 
they had no delign to pay him honour as to 
the ſupreme Gov; for when all the city 
was moved, ſaying, Who is this ? The multi- 
tude ſaid, This is Feſus the Prophet of Naza- 
reth of Galilee, v. 11. Dr. DopprIDGE 
thus paraphraſes the acclammation of the 
people: Hofanna to the great illuſtrious 
Son of David! may the moſt exalted ho- 
Hours be paid him ! may continued Ow” 
* attend him 5 


In che fame manner are theſe doxologies to 
be explained; they are devout wiſhes that 
te character of Chriſt may receive reſpe& 
and honour, acknowledgments of its great 

| | | excellence, 


Gs 
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excellence, worth, and dignity; and expreſ- 
five of earneſt defires that it may be knawn 
7 and reyerenced. „They are to be inter- 
preted as 4 brief and ſummary form of 
prayer (like the benedictions and ſalutatiqns I 
ranged in a former ſection) in which GO 1 


is underſtood to be addreſſed, ſo to direct and 4 
over-rule the affairs of the world, to do hoe a 
nour to Jeſus, that all men may receive his 1 
goſpel, and be made virtuous and happy for i} 
ever by it,” * Prajſe and honour will ever is 
be due to Chriſt, for his virtuous ſufferings f 
in the cauſe of truth and rightequſneſs : bex {0 
cauſe he was the Laub {lain : but this cagy | i? 
not afford the leaſt ſhadow of proof for ad- 7 
drefling prayer to Him, Lindſey's Two, _ i 
Di Herbal lars: p. 106, and &quel DOES | 


DoxoLoGirs, in — os how þ 1s an ambi- = 
guity ; or which ſeem capable of being 
applied either to Gap the Fa HERR, or to 


Jeſus Chriſt. | 1 4 4 
Rom, ix, v. Whoſe are the Fathers, add © 
of whom, as eee, the <7: Kan came, E 


oy B. 


46 e . in the New Teflament, 
N. B. Theſe words may be rendered thus, 
Of whom Chriſt was, by his natural deſcent, 
' who was more or greater than all, God be 
bleſſed for ever, Amen. Or thus, the God over 
all, the ſupreme God, be bleſſed for ever. The 
conſideration which determines us to apply 
this doxology to God the Father alone, is, 
that the word eu the ble Hed, is a term 
always applied to Him only ; as Mark xii. 
51. Luke i i. 68. Rom. i. 25. 2 Cor. i. 
3. ch. / 2, a Foul 1. 3. 
Mary, Chriſt, and others, are not ſtiled 
tue in the active voice, but een in 

85 we Pee, ExjupINDs | in Tot, 


2 Tim. iv. 18. And the LoR D Pall deliver 


me NG every evil work. To bm be glory 
TRA ever and e ever. a eee 
. X11. as. 21. Aw fs —_ of pegce, 
that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, that great Shepherd of - the ſheep, 
tbrougb the blood of the everlaſiing covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do bis 
vill; working in you that which is well pleafe 
ing in bis fight, through Feſus Chriſt, to 
5 whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


N. B. 


1 


 Dexologies i in the New Te lament. : 


. B. It may tend to aſcertain, that this 


dubious doxology, if we reflect that the God | 


of Peace is the principal antecedent. He is 


the Being who 1s the ſource of the bleſſings 5 


here mentioned; the object to whom the 
devout wiſhes here expreſſed refer. Chriſt 
the miniſter and medium of os. 80 | 


5 Pet. iv. 11. 8 any man FEY let him 


: ſpeak as the oracles of God ; if. any man 


miniſter, let him do it as of the ability which 
GOD giveth: that Gop in all things may be 
glorified through Teſus Chriſt ; to whom be 


pra iſe and dominion for « ever and ever. Amen. | 


N. B. Some would refer this doxology to 
Jeſus Chriſt ; but, as CALviN and Es rius 
have well obſerved, the connection - and cir- 8 
cumſtances of the place require that it be ra- 
ther referred unto Gop ; eſpeciall yas the 


preceding words are Rte « that God in all 
things may be glorified.” BEngon | in loe. 4 


On the preceding collection of texts, I would 
offer a remark or two. The difference be- = 
tween the language of the Sctiptures and that 


of the ] Book of Common Prayer is fo ſtrik- 


ing 


48 Do xologies in the New Teflament, 
ing and obvious, that it cannot eſcape the 
notice of the moſt careleſs reader. The lat- 
ter ſq far from being in conformity with the 
former, ſtands in direct contraſt with it, It 
is the uniform language and ſenſe of theſe 
numerous paſſages, that Gop 7he FATHER 
only is exhibited as the object of religious 
addreſs and prayer. Prayer to Jeſus Chriſt 
reſts at moſt but on doubtfyl paſſages apd 
| ambiguous e ſuch as Acts vii, 59. 
2 Cor. xii. 8. yo. far ts it from being the 
| kruę though i it may be the catholic faith, that 
* we ſhould worſhip ane God in Trinity, 
and Trinity in Unity :” ſo far is it from bes 
ing the language or document of ſcripture, 
that that which we believe of the glory 
of the Father, the ſame we ſhould believg 
of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt, without 
wy difference ar eyes, | 


And whereas n learned and candid, 
writers have ſuppoſed that the prohibition 
under the Old Teſtament} Zhou ſhalt have 
_ #4 ather Gad but me) does by no means pre- 
clude God himſelf from giving right to ano- 
ther to receive a ſubordinate religious wor- 
rg when he judges the perſon worthy of 


it, 


— 


Doxologies in the New Teſtament. 49 


it, and thinks fit to appoint it;, — and that 
the firſt commandment would not oblige us 
under the goſpel, in oppoſition to the plain 
and expreſs declaration of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, —— Whereas ſome have been of 
this opinion, it ſeems by no means neceſſary 
to diſcuſs this point; for the queſtion is 
brought to a ſhorter iſſue by appealing to 
the New Teſtament itſelf ; how ſtands the 
Fact? Is there any thing there like a repeal 
of the firſt commandment ? Does Chriſt any 


where propoſe himſelf as an object of reli- 


gious worſhip? when he prays himſelf, is it 
not to the Father? When he inſtructs his 
diſciples how to pray, doth he not enjoin 
them to pray to the Father? 


1s God's requiring men to honour the 
Son as they honour the Father; that is, that 


all men ſhould believe in, and obey the Son 


as they do the Father?--Is God's command 


ing all the angels to worſhip him, as they 
are preſent with him, and behold his glory ? 
—— Is Gad's commanding that every knee 
ſhould bow at the name of Jeſus, and every 
tongue confeſs that He is Lord to the glory 


of God the Father; by which no more is in- 
RS tended 


yo Dxologies in the New Teſtament, 


tended than this, that all men ſhould acknow- 
ledge him to be their Lord, their only Sa- 
viour and Redeemer ? — Is all this any 
proof that we ought to offer prayer to the 
Son ? Is this a repeal of that abſolute pro- 
hibition, as delivered at Mount Sinai, of any 


_ other object of worſhip beſides the only true 


God?” An Impartial Enquiry what is the 
Teft of our Saviour's Miracles ; printed for 


_ 1750, p. 51, 52. 


It may, perhaps, be objected, that in the 
| preceeding collection, are omitted many 
paſſages in which Chriſt is expreſsly ſaid ta 
have been wor ſbip ped. To obviate this ob- 
| jection, and to juſtify the omiſſion, as an 
omiſſion of Texts that are not to the point, I 
will ſubjoin a paragraph or two from Mr. 
3 8 _ to his Apology, p. 93.94. 


| The equivocal meaning of the term 
worſhip in the ſacred writings, impoſes up- 
on many, and leads them into wrong appre- 
henfion of the honqur due to Chriſt. In 
general it ſignifies the reſpect that is paid ta 
ſuperiors: and it is applied to men and an- 


gels ing een fell «on Bis 
Jace 
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Face and worſhipped Daniel, Dan. ii. 41. 


the ſervant fell down and e is 
Lord. Matt. xvili. v. 1 


* Evangeliſts alſo make frequede 
mention of Chriſt being worſhipped — by 
the wiſe men in his infancy. (N. B. Herod 
defigned to come and wor ſhip bim, Matt. it. 
11, 8.— by the per, viii. 2. by e ruler, 
ix. 18. — by the men in the ſhip, xiv. 22: by 
the woman of Canaan, xi. 25. by tbe man 
with an unclean . E diſordered in 
his ſenſes, Mark v. Re ore BY the man healed, 


bo was born blind, John ix. 38. —— In all 


theſe inſtances, the worſhip paid to him was 


that reverence which was due to the Meſſiah, 
the great Prophet of the moſt high God, 
acting by an immediate authority from him. 


* When the diſciples ſaw their maſter 
again aſter his reſurrection, Matt. xxviii. 
9, 17, relates that they twice worſbipped 


him. St. Luke alſo giving an account of his 


aſcenſion i into heaven, ſays, xxiv. 51, 52, 53. 
Tt came to paſs, while he bleſſed them, he was 
parted from them, and carried up into heaven; 
and they having worſhipped him, returned to 


* Feruſalem 


* o TI * 
—  — — — 
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Feruſalem with great joy; and were con- 
tinually in the temple, praiſing and bleſſing 
God. The evangeliſt here very properly de- 
ſcribes the diſciples as worſhipping the Lord 
.Jeſus, i. e. bowing with reverence to him as 
he was carried up into heaven. But this 
worſhip which they paid to him, did by no 

means imply that he was the object of prayer, 
or of divine worſhip. What that object was, 
the evangeliſt points out immediately after, 
when he tells us, they were continually in the 
temple, pra: Ying and bleſſing Gop, | 


END OF THE INTRODUCTION. 


e 


ADDRESS. 


M ChRISTIAN FRienps, 


1 N the preceeding pages have been laid 
before you two plans of religious wor- 
ſhip: one expreſſed in the words of Scrip- 
ture, and drawn from that unerring ſource of 
divine truth: the other laid down in the lan- 
language of human invention, and reſting 
upon the authority of human opinion, prac- 
tice, and law. There is an evident and 
ſtriking difference and contrariety between 
theſe two plans of worſhip. In the former, 
prayers and praiſes are offered up to one in- 
finitely glorious Being or Perſon, under the 
denomination of Our Father in heaven, 
«© the Father,” © the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” and he is ſet forth 
as the only object of religious worſhip. In 
the latter, three Perſons or Beings are in- 
voked, and doxologies are preſented to 
Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt. This may 
properly be called Trinitarian, as the other 
deſerves the name of Unitarian worſhip. 

3 . 


1 
All 
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The latter is the worſhip which the law of 
theſe lands has eſtabliſhed, and which is 
blended with all the ſervices of the dominant 
religion. The matter of preſent enquiry, 
and upon which: F would now plainly and 
earneſtly, and yet candidly addreſs you, 
is, To which plan you augh#to conform? 
or, Whether you "may 1ndifferently adopt 
either? The point I mean to diſcuſs, is 
not a queſtion relative to expediency and 
intereſt, but duty. It is a matter which 
affects the conſcience of ſuch as embrace 
'Chriſtiahity, and do really believe it to be a 
true and divine ſyſtem of faith and practice. 
I addreſs you, as genuine Chriſtians ; and 
che argument which moſt obviouſly ſug- 
geſts itſelf upon the queſtion, is this that 
the /ormer plan isgcriptural, the latter merely 
human. The authority of the former claims 
obedience. Ok : „ 
Chriſtianity is an invaluable bleſſing, be- 
cauſe it hath done what the different ſyſtems 
df Paganiſm did never effect; what the inveſ- 
| igations of philoſophers did never produce: 
© it has given a juſt form and model of religious 
worſhip. Ithath exhibited to us the objet of 
Aa adoration, and taught us . to worſhip him. 
In the directions and examples that have been 
now laid before you, there is a beautiful 
fimplicity united with an affecting ſublimity. 
The worſhip here preſcribed does not divide 
the affections— nor diſtract the thoughts — 
nor degtade the mind; as did the various 


„ 
and debaſing modes of Paganiſm. By this 


rule the heart is elevated to one ſupreme ob- 
ject; is invited to his throne by the endear- 
ing repreſentations of his paterna/ character; 
and is diſpoſed chearfully to preſent a ſer- 
vice, the acts of which are caly as well as 
rational, being not burdenſome and bloody 


ſacrifices, but the natural offerings of an 


humble and grateful mind, Prayer and Praiſe. 
But the excellency of the plan, though 


that be a ſtrong inducement faithfully to 


adhere to it, is not the argument which I 
mean to urge, The auTHORITY of it is 
the conſideration which here demands 
our attention, Whom ſhould you obey ? 
whole inſtructions ſhould you receive ? ſhall 
they be your guides who direct and require 
you to pray to the Father, Son, and holy 


. Ghoſt; or He who hath told us that the 


* true worſhippers muſt worſhip the Fa- 
ther?“ They who affert, that © It is our 
bounden duty to pray unto the Son; or He, 
who hath ſaid, In that day ye ſhall aſk 


%% Me nothing: whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the 


« Father in my name, He ſhall give it to 
«© you?” If the true and faithful Witneſs, 
(Rev. iii. 14) haih inſtructed and taught you 
to whom to addreſs your prayers and praiſes, 
What is your duty but thankfully to receive 
his informations, and conſcienciouſly to ad- 
here to them ? Oyght you not to obey 
« God rather than men!“ 5 
| | TE es es 
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It matters not upon what grounds men 
propoſe their rules, or convert their lenti- 
ments into a law. Whether they plead 
the honour of their Redeemer; whether 
they infer their directions from the character 
He ſuſtains; or whether they plead the 
very early practice of Chriſtians after the apo- 
ſtolic age. All theſe pleas are only excuſes 
for ſubſtituting their own deſires in the room 
of, and departing from, the ſacred ſtandard. 
If they preſcribe, as in this caſe, what God 
hath not required, ali that they can ſet be- 
fore us is only their opinion, their deduc- 
tions, their will; not Gop's word and will. 
Let them be ever ſo pious and learned, their 
injunctions are ſtill only human. And the 
queftion returns, fhall we hear men rather 
than God ? If he hath taught us, what need 
is there for men's directions? Is not the 
model of worſhip He hath given to us full 
and complete? Can there be deficiencies 
in it which human invention ſhall ſupply : 
or errors which human wiſdom is to correct ? 
Or, if his rule be plain and explicit, are we 
at liberty to depart from it, and to ſubſtitute 
another in its room ? 

Surely the worſhip which is not regulated 
by the New Teſtament is not CHriſtian wor- 
ſhip. So far as we deviate from the word of 
Chriſt, we ceaſe to be his ſervants; ſo far as our 
worſhip is founded on the commandments 
of men, we become the ſervants of men; 
for we are his ſervants [whoſe commands - 

we 


C 


we obey. This is a ſerious, ſtriking, weighty 
thought. It matters not by how many, or | 
how devoutly certain invocations,' prayers, L 
and doxologies are uſed : the great queſtion | 
is, are they to be found in the New Teſta- 
ment ? You ſee they are not. How then | 
can they be uſed without violating that rever- ? 
ence we owe to God ; without violating | 
the plain authoritative directions he has 


given to us? It deſerves, Chriſtians, your i 
calm and ſerious conſideration, whether you 1 
can do this, and be blameleſs? Will you 1 


plead that you are actuated by love and re- 
verence to the Redeemer, and by your ſacred 
regards to the holy Spirit? But what rever= _ 
ence and love is that, which induces you, J 
inſtead of cloſely adhereing to, notoriouſly 
to deviate from the plan given by your great | 
lawgiver? What ſacred regards are thoſe. 
which lead you to ſet aſide, or go beyond 
the directions of the Spirit of truth? Be per- 
ſuaded to recollect or conſider well the de- | 
termination of your great Lord, as to ſuch | 
caſes, viz. all deviations from the expreſs 
law of God? In vain do they worſhip 
«© me, teaching for doctrines the command 
** ments of men.“ The words imply more 
than they expreſs ; they imply not only that 
their worſhip is unprofitable, but that it is 
diſpleaſing to God, and will be followed with 
unhappy conſequences. 
The whole hiſtory of the divine diſpen- 
ſations confirms and illuſtrates the impor- 
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( 386.) 
tance of this declaration. For what putpoſes 
were revelations of the divine will made to 
men in the different ages of the world; 
but to guide and regulate their worſhip ? 
Why were the people of the Jews viſited 
with heavy judgments, given up to the de- 
ſigns and power of their enemies, and afflic- 
ted with the calamities of long and re- 
peated captivities; = but to puniſh their de- 
parture from the plan of religious worſhip 
they bad received through the hands of 
Moſes? Time would fail me, were I to 
enumerate the various examples of ſevere 
uniſhments, which, according to the ſacred 
hiſtory, have followed deviations from the 
divine rule. The recollection of one or two 
will be pertinent in-this connection. 
Striking is the ſtory of Nadab and Abibu, 
the ſons of Aaron ; who preſuming to burn 
incenſe in the tabernacle with other fire 
than that which God had, in an extraordi- 
Nary manrer, provided were ſtruck dead by 
fire from heaven. Their crime is repreſent- 
ed by the hiſtorian as confiſting in this, that 
they offered ſtrange fire before the Lord, 
which he commanded them not. And their 
death was attended with this expreſs and 
folemn leſſon: Then Meſes laid unto 
% Aaron, this is it that the Lox D ſpake, 
« ſaying, I will be ſanctified in them that 
come nigh me, and before all the people 
„J will be glorified,” Lev. x. i. 3. 


The 
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The other example ſhall be taken from 
the New Teſtament, and is furniſhed by the 
conduct and caſe of the Corinthian converts. 
They miſtook the deſign of the Lord's Sup- 
per, and perverted this ſimple inſtitution. 
Our Lord ordained it as a diſcriminating act 
of grateful remembrance of him; they united 
and blended it with a common ſocial meal. 

It was inſtituted as a bond of union and af 
fection among Chriſtians ; they, by carrying 
each his own proviſion, and eating apart, 
made it the occaſion of ſtrife and diviſion. 
It was meant to be an act of devotion, they 
abuſed is to the gratification of animal appe- 
tites, and ta indulge to exceſs. | For this 
they were viſited with temporal calamities: | 
they were puniſhed with bodily weakneſs, ; 
fickneſs, and death. - de | 

Theſe examples exhibit the awful conſe- ; 
quences of deviating from the divine ap- 
pointment; whether we ſuperſede them 
by acting without order, as did the ſons of 
Aaron, or corrupt them by diverting them 
from the original intention, as did the Co- 

_ rinthians. The puniſhment, in both caſes, 
may appear ſevere. But were they not 
juſtly incurred? Were they not expedient ? 
Shall the purity of God's inſtitutions be left 
unguarded ? Shall difobedience to Gon, or 

the indulgence of vicious diſpoſitions go un- 

puniſhed, becauſe practiſed under the veil 
of forms of religion ? In the infancy of the 
Few:;/handChri/tian diſpenſations it was more 
peculiarly 
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peculiarly proper to animadvert upon all 
_ deviations from the preſcribed appointment. 
Had not tranſgreſſions been attended with 
ſevere ſanctions, their authority would have 
been enervated, and a licence given to the 
corruption of them. The utility, the effec, 
the very exiſtence of theſe diſpenſations, de- 
pended on the ſupport and enforcement their 
laws received, and on the exactneſs and pu- 
rity, with which they were at firſt obſerved. 
The judgments with which thoſe were viſit- 
ed who departed from or corrupted the di- 
vine inſtitutions, are a warning to all ages of 
the guilt and danger of ſuch a conduct. The 
leſſon which they read to us is this, that it is 
a dangerous thing in the ſervice of God, to 
decline from his own inſtitutions: we have 
to do with a power which is wiſe to pre- 
ſcribe his own worſhip ; juſt to require what 
he hath preſcribed ; and powerful to ng 
that which he hath not required.“ 
But if in matters which relate to the 
ceremonial of religion, it is ſinful and dan- 
gerous to pervert divine appointments, or. 
to act without a rule, what apprehenſions 
may we juſtly entertain concerning the 
uilt and conſequences of ſuch a conduct, 
with reſpect to the o4je& of worſhip. This 
is a leading and eſſential point in revealed 


religion. It is the grand defign of a pre- 
TT ſcribed 
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ſcribed model to aſcertain and limit this. 
It was therefore piouſly and juſtly ſaid by 
_ thoſe antient Chriſtians the Vandois, in 
their confeſſion of faith preſented to Fran- 
cis I. 1541. We ought to uſe no other 
« prayers than thoſe which are contained 
% in the holy Scripture; or ſuch other as 
« are conformable to them for ſubſtance.” * 
To deviate from our model in any inſtance, 
is to ſet up our wiſdom againſt the divine, 
and to oppoſe our authority to that of Gap. 
But to do it in his inſtance is to let aſide the 
great object of adoration himſelf, and to give 
his glory to another. CV 
« With reſpect to the worſhip of Father, 
Son, and holy Ghoſt, whether as diſtinct ; 
Gods, or as being one God, all Chriſtians, 9 
who can read the New Teſtament, may 
_ plainly ſee, that this worſhip is ſo far from 
Le commanded or authoriſed by the ſacred 
writers, that the worſhip there required is 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with it; the one 
ſupreme God, who is generally deſcribed by 
the character of Father, being as conflant- 
ly ſet forth as the only obje& to whom, or 
to whoſe ultimate glory all religious wor- 
ſhip ſhould” be directed. The Church of 
Rome had as good a right to impoſe the wor- 


ſhip of Angels, Saints, and the Virgin Mary 1 0 
upon the conſciences of men, as the Church 1 
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of England, or any otber Protęſtant Church, 
| Had to impole the 72vocation of our bleſſed 
Lord, or the worſhip of the holy Spirit as 
Gov, and of three Perſons as one Gop, It 
is not pretended that this latter is as bad as 
the former; but as both owe all their ſup- 
port to the authority of men, without any 
warrant from the word of Gop.”'* It is 
ſtrongly urged upon your conſciences, my 
brethren, which model you ought to adopt ; 
which authority you ought to obey ; the 
the Scriptures, or human directions ?—Gop 

n ee a 
The anſwer is very plain and obvious. 
And, if your minds at all enter into the 
deſign of this reaſoning, to what conduct, 
my brethren, muſt it lead you? but to a 
modeft and quiet ſeparation from a church 
Which departs from the ſimplicity of the 
. preſcribed by Gop ; a church which 
nvokes and worſhips a plurality of divine 
Perſons, inſtead of directing all its prayers to 
- Gop the Father only? If you be convinced 
that there is ſuch a contrariety and repug- 
hance between the model of worſhip laid 
down in the goſpel, and that enjoined and 
practiſed by any Chriſtian Church, it is not 
eaſy to reconcile a continued attendance 
on the worſhip of ſuch a Church with inte- 
F and trum. e e - 
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It is a leading and eſſential qualification of 


Chriſtian devotion, that we worſhip the Fa 


ther in ſpirit and in truth. External wor- 
ſhip is a duty only as it is bearing our tefti- 
mony to the belief of a Gop and his provi- 
dence, and is calculated to impreſs and dif- 
fuſe ſentiments of piety around us. But 
it cannot be genuine, and acceptable to the 
Being who looketh at the heart, any further 
than as it is dictated by the inward venera» 
tion of his name, and is correſpondent 
to the ſentiments of the heart. Were we 
to addreſs a fellow creature under a charac= 
ter which we are convinced doth not belon 

to him, merely in compliance with ſome 
eftablithed forms of compliment, 'our own 
minds mult accuſe us of infincerity ; and 
did others know the diſſonance between our 


language and our fentiments, they would 


condemn our hypocriſy. How much more 
blameable is our duplicity in the worſhip of 
the God of truth? 8 

Did you certainly know that any who join 
in acts of public worſhip inwardly believed 
in their hearts that there was no God, or 
that he was not to be worſhipped, nor would 
reward them that diligently ſeek him, would 


you not judge ſuch perſons as acting an in- 


conſiſtent and inſincere part? as contradict- 
ing their own convictions, and aſſuming 
falſe appearances? Could you regard ſuch as 
Bonet men? Be perſuaded then to reflect 
how nearly your conduct reſembleth _ 
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if you continue to join in the worſhip of 
beings, who, vou are convinced, have no 
claim, on the authority of our only rule, to 
ſuch prayer and praiſes as are offered to 
them? Can you exculpate yourſelves, in 
this caſe, from the charge of infincerity ? 
Were you engaged to draw up forms of 
prayer for Chriſtian ſocieties, would you in- 
ſert in them theſe petitions and thankſgiv- 
ings, in which you yourſelves could not 
join as not agreeable to the divine rule? Is 
it more conſiſtent with godly ſincerity, to 
adopt ſuch already drawn up by others? 
Doth not integrity of character, as well as 
reverence for Gop's ward, remanſtrate a- 
gainſt it? In 8 devotions, where you 
are left perfectly to your own judgment and 
choice, do you, if you be Unitarians, wor- 
ſhip according to Jrinitarian ſentiments, 
and in Trinitarian language? For what rea- 
ſon do you diſcard it? But becauſe your 
judgment is convinced that it is erroneous; 
and this being your conviction, you would 
worſhip the Father only, with the lan- 
guage of fincerity and truth. And will 
the circumſtance of the worſhip being pub- 
lic and ſocial, afford ſufficient reaſon for diſ- 
penſing with ſincerity and truth? 1 
If any actions of our lives ought to be 
clear and explicit, all thoſe ſolemn actions 
in which, we profeſſedly have more immg- 
diately to do with the Gop of truth, ought 
to be ſo. On this principle did the Apoſtle 
8 | feaſon 
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reaſon and exhort : on this principle did the 
Hrſt Chriftians conduct themſelves, even to the 
expence of every intereſt, and of life itſelf. 
When the converts to Chriſtianity at Co- 
rinth were expoſed to frequent temptations 
to join their Heathen neighbours in their 
feaſts upon the ſacrifices offered to idols, 
and ſeemed to have apprehended that they 
might innocently concur herein, as they 
were inwardly convinced that an 1dol was 
nothing, and by partaking of the body and 
blood of Chriſt in the Lord's Supper, were 
fenced againſt any guilt and danger attend- 
ant on ſuch a compliance; the Apoſtle ar- 
Sued, remonſtrated, exhorted againſt it, as 
à practice enſharing to others, and ſinful in 
itlelf, as a real participation in idolatrous 
worſhip.* The Chriſtians, who, in after- 
times, expoſed themſclves to all the miſeries 
and torments which their petſecutots could 
inflict upon them, acted. upon principles 
of perfect integtity. Though they might, 
in ſome caſes, have ſcreened themſelves, 
without a verbal renunciation of Chriſtia- 
nity ; though all that was ſometimes re- 
quired of them was to burn incenſe before 
the images of the gods; yet, becauſe this 
action would have involved them in the 
guilt of inſincerity and duplicity, and have 
ſpoken 2 language different from the 
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ſentiments of their minds; therefore, they. 
endured every evil, and death itſelf, rather 
than by words or deeds contradict their 
convictions. TI LC 
It is not the deſign of alledging theſe ex- 
amples to put the prayers and praiſes offered 
up to Chrjt and the holy Spirit upon a rank 
with the worſhip paid to the idols of the 
Heathens ; but to ſhew that if we be ſatiſ- 
fied that ſuch prayers and praiſes are not 
authoriſed by the divine rule, to join in them 
is as really repugnant'to truth and fincerity as 
it would have been for the firſt Chri/tians, 
in a manner the lighteſt and leaſt explicit, 
to have appeared to doe honour to thoſe 
idols. In either caſe ſuch a conduct is ex- 
preſſive of a faith which the underſtanding 
diſcards : a concurrenee in Trinitarian wor- 
mip implies an approbation of that worſhip 
as juſt and divinely authoriſed ; but if we 
have not this opinion of it, can we be juſ- 
| tified in fignifying it by our actions? Might 
not then the firſt CHriſtians have been vindi- 
cated, had they thrown incenſe upon the 
altars of the idols? To ſpeak and act 
one. thing, and mean another, a defigned va- 
riance between our lips and hearts, muſt 
in all caſes be cenſurable; be criminal. It 
was nobly ſaid by a late very worthy per- 
ſon,“ 4 Cabilling, temporiſing, I ſcorn; 
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&® and ſeek only truth and freedont's and 
* think with Cato, that to ſwerve a line, 
„is by degrces to loſe all centre.“ 

On this ground the conduct of the phi- 
loſophers, and of Socrates in particular, de- 
ſerves ſevere cenſure. He acknowledged in 
reality one only divinity, and worſhipped 
with the-people that multitude of infamous 
idols, which antient ſuperſtition had heap» 
ed up during a long ſucceſſion of ages. 
He held peculiar opinions in the ſchools, 
but followed the multitude in the temples, 
As a philoſopher, he deſpiſed and deteſted 
the idols in ſecret: as a citizen of Athens, 
and a ſenator, he paid them in public the 
ſame adoration with others; by ſo much 
the more to be condemned, faith St. Au- 
guſtin, as that worſhip, which was only ex- 
ternal and diſſembled, ſeemed to the people 
to be the effect of fincerity and conviction.“ 

Doth not this behaviour fix on his cha- 
rafter the ſtigma of diſingenuity, prevari- 
cation, and cowardice? How much 'more 
upright and manly was the conduct, to 
which by the command of their Gop, the 
captive Jews were formed. They were re- 

uired to make an open and free confeſſion 
of their faith in the true -Gop, and to avow 
their contempt of idolatry : * Thus ſhall 
66 ye ſay unto them, the ods. that have not 
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% made the heavens and the earth; even 
„ they thall periſh from the earth, and 
% from under theſe heavens.” Jer. x. 11. 
Whatever Pagan philoſophy may preſcribe 
to its votaries, true religion doth not per- 
mit its followers to connive at or join in 
worſhip that is falſe and contrary to the di- 
vine law : It commands us to be ingenuous 
and ſincete advocates for truth. . 
There is nothing (to adopt the reaſoning 
of an excellent piece) more diametrically 
oppoſite to every thing Chriſtian, than the 


great maxim of the heathen philoſophers 


in former times, and of unbelievers in theſe, 
viz. to think with the wiſe, and act with the 
vulgar. The true Chriſtian is a character 
that is all of a piece. What he believes, he 

openly profeſſes, and acts upon. He is ſtu- 
dious to avoid even the appearance of evil, 
and therefore dreads giving the leaſt coun- 
tenance to any ſyitem, or mode of worſhip, 
which in his own judgment he condemns. 
He fears Gop, and fears nothing elſe ; and 
provided his own heart does not condemn him, 


he cures not what men may jay of bim, or do 


— 5 
Some perhaps may attempt to vindicate a 


compliance with the worſhip they diſap- 
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prove and condemn by the caſe of Naa- 
| man, 2 Kings v. 17. He declares to Eliſha, 
Thy ſervant will henceforth offer neither 
«* burnt-offering nor ſacrifice unto other 
« Gods, but unto the LORD; and then 
* he adds, in this the Lokp pardon thy 
e ſervant, that when my maſter. goeth 
« into the houſe of Rimmon to worthip, 
“ and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow 
* mylelf in the houle of Rimmon, the 
* LoRD pardon thy ſervant in this thing.” 
* And the prophet ſaid unto him, Go in 
peace.“ It is pleaded, that the prophet 
countenanced and encouraged the Aſſyrian 
convert in an act of religious homage to an 
idol. But the queſtion is, whether this be 
a juſt and fair conſtruction? Naaman was 
an attendant on his ſovereign when he went 
to worſhip Rimmon, who could not well bow 
if his ſervant on whom he leant did not 
bend his body at the ſame time. Now 
after declaring his determination to ſacrifice 
to the true God only, is it probable that he 
meant any thing more than that this neceſ- 
fary change of his poſture, in his attendance 
on his prince to the houſe of Rimmon, might 
not be imputed to him as ay act of worſhip, 
or as a profeſſion of worthipping Rimmon ? 
Conſidering the notoriety of his miraculous 
cure, it is not improbable that he avowed, 
among the Syrians, his ſole veneration of 
the LoRD; and then what was there in his 
conduct to be reproved ; or to juſtify thoſe 
EY W 
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who make profeſſions in religion diſconſo- 
nant to their inward ſentiments .* 

But ſuppoſing that Naaman was permit- 
ted to bow to the idol: The proper an- 
ſwer is, that we have nothing to do with 
the licence given by a prophet to a Heathen 
man in any particular inftance ; nor can 
fetch our juſtification thence in any doubt- 
ful point. The crime of diſſembling and 
prevaricating in the caſe of God's worſhip, 
is exactly the fame under the goſpel as it 
would have been in former times ſor an 
Ijraelite to have diſſembled and worſhippped 
Gop and Baal. What a Heathen did, or 
was permitted by a prophet to do, (if he was 
permitted) can be nothing to a Chriftian, 
who is under covenant. A citizen and ſtran- 

are not under the ſame obligations. An 
Hraelite and a Chriſtian are citizens of a 
community, are ſubjects to Gop in a pecu- 
liar ſenſe; and the dutics required of them 
cannot be diſpenſed with becauſe a Heathen 
— is excuſed.” 

But, perhaps, nr plea will be urged, 

Viz; That you can, and do, paſs over and 
avoid repeating any thing in the Liturgy, or 
Aleotly ſaying Amen to any thing in other 
prayers Which you diſapprove. I am ſen- 
ie . many g gentlemen take this erer 
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of ſtopping their mouths, and withholdipg 
their aſſent, when the prieſt reads or the 
clerk and people devoutly repeat ſuch paſ- 
ſages of the Liturgy as are utterly ſubver- 
five of the Unitarian {cheme : but this ſalyo 
is not ſufficient ; for at this rate you may 
join in the worſhip of a Pop:ſh church, and _ 
that, whether you underſtand the Latin 
prayers or not. If you do not happen to 
underſtand Latin, 35 while the prieſt is 
reading Latin prayers, you may do the ſame 
as you now do when the miniſter of the 
pariſh reads thoſe parts of the Liturgy, which 
vou ſay you cannot poſſibly _ underſtand. 
What that is you know beſt, whether you 
pray ſecretly, or are entirely idle and 
' thoughtleſs, or indulging vain thoughts. If 
you. do underſtand the Latin prayers, then 
you may do the ſame as you do with 
the Liturgy; that is, join with the wor- 
ſhip, where it is conſiſtent with your nations 
of religion, and keep ſilence, and withhold 
your aſſent, when the prieſt and , people 
about you are adoring a crucifix, are wor- 
ſhipping an image of Gop, or praying to 
ſaints and angels. The reaſons Why yon 
cannot be members of ſuch a church, are as 
much reaſons why you ſhould not be mem- 
bers of the church of England, until you 
have renounced the doctrines condemned by 
Her. And think one moment, whether 
that principle of conduct can be good, 
righteous, and eligible, which will admit 
E 4 f you 
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ou as well to be members of the ſuperſti- | 
tious and idolatrous church of Rome, as of 
the church of England itſelt? Nay, I can- 
not ſee, why the principles you act upon, 
will not as well permit you to be ſtated 
members of a Matometan aſſembly; where 
you might avoid reverencing Mabomet, ex- 
actly 1 in the ſame way as you now avoid giv- 
ing ſupreme glory to Gop the Son, and holy 
Ge; and yet, your being conſtant mem- 
bers of a Mahometon aſſembly, eſpecially in 
Aa place where Chriſtian churches were with- 
in your reach, would be an evidence in the 
apprehenſion of all mankind, that you were 
really Mabometaus. Thus being conſtant 
members of 2 Vrinitarian Church, eſpecially 
in a place where Unitarian Societies are with- 
in your reach, is, in the apprehenfion' of all 
mankind, an evidence that you are rently 
a Trinitarian. 
te It is in vain for you to proteſt 5 4 
Fac. It lays open only your telf=contra- | 
diction and hypocriſy the more. 

«If you really look upon the paſſages before 
recited out of the Liturgy to be contrary to 
truth and the holy ſcripture, and to contain 
in them contradictions and idolatry, is there 
not as much reaſon that you fhould leave 
the communion. of the church? The church 
cannot look upon you as ſound members. 
She difowns you, and renounces all relation 
0 you, Act a conſiſtent part; either leave 
her worſhip which you diſapprove; or elfe 
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fulfil her earneſt wiſhes, viz. learn to bes 
lieve her moſt ſacred doctrines, and to adore 
the awful myſteries which ſhe teaches, 
Leave your hypocriſy ; dare not any longer 
to trifle with men and with a heart-ſearching 
Gop ; be not aſhamed of the truth in an 
unbelieving and ſcoffing age: be faithful to 
the death, and you ſhall inherit the crown of 
Ae. | | 3 
But if, Chriſt ian Brethren, after all that 
has been argued upon in this remonſtrance, 
you can ſtill deem it no crime to diſſemble 
in the worſhip of the Gop of truth; if you can 
reconcile it to your own minds to pray unto 
Him, or to appear to pray unto Him, in 
the language of error and fal ſhood (for ſuch 
muſt the Trinitarian forms be in your opi- 
nion); if you can think it no wiſe inconſiſt- 
ent with religious integrity to join with 
' thoſe who worthip 7hree Gods, or a Trinity 
in Unity, while you yourſelves are convinced 
that there is but ane Gop, even the Fa- 
THER; if you can adopt, or appear to 
adopt ſtrains of devotion repugnant to your 
own judgments, yet be perſuaded to confider 
the affair in another /ight, and to think what 
'you owe to the Chriſtian cauſe. Reflect 
5 5 | whether 
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whether it be reconcileable with.your obli- 
 Fations to its divine Founder to counte- 
nance and ſupport the corruption of his re- 
ligion ; in a point too, where it concerns us 
moſt of all to preſerve it pure and undefil- 
ed, namely, in the {nowledge and worſhip 
of the only true Gop, om to know, is life 
eternal. = 
CnkISTIANITX, ſince the author of it 
left our world, and his infpired apoſtles 
finiſhed their courſe, hath been left in the 
hands of thoſe who embrace it, without any 
ſupernatural illumination, and immediate 


divine exertions. It is entruſted to believers, 


and to their faithful efforts on its behalf. 
The goſpel is a ſacred depot, which is to 
be preſerved with all fidelity and attention. 
It is not ſufficient either to anſwer the 
purpoſes of providence or to ſecure the 
benefits of the goſpel, that we embrace it, 
unleſs we adhere: to it: nor that we em- 
' brace ſomething under the name of the goſ- 
pel, if it be not the pure and genuine goſ- 
pel, not encumbered by human additions, 
nor diſguiſed by human doctrines. This is 


the exhortation of the apoſtle, © As ye 


6% have therefore received Chriſt Feſus the 


Lord, ſo walk; beware leſt any man 


« ſpoil you through philoſophy and vain 
„ qdeceit, after the traditions of men, after 
«* the rudiments of the world, and not after 
_*. Chriſt : Ye are complete in Him.“ Col. 

ii. 6, 8, 10. The manner in which he re- 

| | : „„ ſtrains 
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ſtrains cd Knit the devout and benevo- 
lent benediction, with which he cloſes his. 


epiſtle to the Epheſians, may ſerve to give 
us an idea how his mind was affected with 


the importance of preterving Chriſtianity in 


its firſt purity. * Grace, ſays he, be with 
« all them that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in ſincerity : in incorruption, i. e. with- 
out the mixing or joining any thing with 
him in the work of our ſalvation, that may 
render the goſpel uſeleſs or ineffectual.* _ 
Very ſtrong and folemn is his mode of 
expreſſion on this point in another place, 
Gal. i. 8. Though we, or an angel from 
* heaven, preach any other goſpel unto you, 


* than that ye have received, let him be 


* accurſed.” With ſeriouſneſs and ſolem- 
nity doth he exhort and charge Timothy on 
this head; © I give thee charge in the fight 
* of Gon, who quickeneth all things, and 


«© before Chri/t Feſus, who before |Ponttus 


„ Pilate witnefſied a good confeſſion ; that 
* thou keep this commandment vithout 
* ſpot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of 
* our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 1 Tim. vi. 13, 14. 


Here it is proper to refer you to the great 
deſign of all the Epiſtles addreſſed to the 
Seven Churches in Alia; it is to recover 


them to, and preſerve them in the purity; of 


the Chriſtian faith, worthip, and manners, . 


The whole ſeries of the ſucceeding prophe- 
| | HE tic 
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tic viſions, in what obſcurity ſoever the mean- 
ing of particular ſcenes may be involved, 
evidently holds forth awful judgments 
againſt ſuch as worſhip the beaſt and his 
image, and receive his mark in the fore- 
head or the hand:” and great honours and 


rewards to them ** who keep the command 


ments of Gop, and the faith of Jeſus.” 

' Theſe are views of your duty which 
deſerve your ſerious attention. And, if 
you apply them to the caſe we are argu- 
ing, I can ſcarcely doubt but you will 


fee the obligation under which you lie 


to withdraw from a church, where the 
worſhip is repygnant to the plan of de- 
votion taught us in the New Teſtament ; a 
church in which one God in Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity is worſhipped ;” in which 


hearty thanks are given, and addreſſes are 


made to God the Father, the Son, and the 
holy GHS. Doth ſuch a church keep, in 


incorruption and without a ſpot, the faith 
of Chriſt, which inſtructs us to worſhip the 
Father ; to give thanks unto God even the 


Father by Him. Let it be conſidered, that 
by continuing to join with a ſociety whoſe 


offices of devotion are fo very diſtant from 
the genuine goſpel of Jeſus Chryft, you 


countenance, and as far as the influence of 

your conduct and example can extend, you 

fupport.a_grois corruption of Chriſtianity. 
No good can be expected from retaining 


the corruptions of Chriſtianity. It caa 


never 
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heven diſplay its beauty and power until they 
be all removed. The corruptions we are 
now exhorting you to diſcard, have been 


copied into oureftabliſhed Liturgy, from that 


of the moſt corrupt Chriſtian church. The 
doxo!ogy repeated at the end of every pſalm, 
and which is not found in the ſcriptures, 
flows from this ſource, and had its original 


in papal impofitions. ** Pope Damaſus, Sit 


Taac Newton obſerves, is ſaid to have de- 


creed in a Roman council, that glory to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost, ſhould be ſaid or ſung at the end of 
the pſalms. This was about the end of the 
4th century. Let Proteſtants reflect, that 
unſcriptural doxology is ſtill made uſe of at 
the end of every pſalm, by the expreſs autho- 
rity of the pope of Rome, whoſe juriſdiction 


in this church and kingdom has been in the 


moſt ſolemn manner proteſted againſt.* 
The doctrine of the Trinity derives its main 
ſupport from being interwoven with all the 
devotional ſervices of the church of England. 
This gives it a deep bold of the mind, and a 
perpetuity which reſiſts the authority of 
the plaineft ſcriptures and the force of the 


ſtrongeſt arguments. It becomes, by theſe 


means, a pillar of the Eſtabliſhment ; a bar 
againſt all alterations and improvements. It 


hence 


* The Lins of the Church of £ England 1 


to che Stand ard of Scripture. Miller, 1 763. Preface, 
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hence becomes a matter of wiſdom and po- 
licy to defend the doctrine, in order to vin- 
dicate the Liturgy, and to guard it from 
change. For a change here might endan- 
ger the whole fabrick. But in proportion as 
the doctrine of the Trinity derives ſupport 
and a ſanction from being blended with all 


the offices of the Liturgy, it is incumbent 


on you to deſiſt from the uſe of devo- 
tional forms, into which ſo groſs, ſo hurt- 
ful a deviation from the ſimplicity of the 
goſpel is incorporated. 

Such we ſee in the inſtance before us, 


hath been the pernicious effects of this doc- 


trine, that it hath perverted men from the 
plan of worſhip laid down in the New Teſ- 
tament, and hath introduced a plurality of 
objects into our religious worſhip. It hath 


mingled with our conception of the divine 


Being, terms that are unintelligible, ideas 
contradictory to one another, and notions 
that are ſubverſive of the unity of Gop, the 
leading doctrine of the Old Teſtament and 
the New. This doctrine, when it is carried 
into practice, by diſtin addreſſes to each 


| perſon, not only as it were ſeparates the di- 
vine Eſſence into parts, but the divine cha- 
racter and perfections are ſplit and divided : 


ſome kind of peculiar and diſtinctive attri- 


butes are aſcribed to each, and the affections 


and thoughts are diſtracted and drawn out 


towards different objects of different powers 


and characters, inſtead of being fixed on one 
glorious 


(79) 
glorious Being, the ſource of all excellence 
and perfection. 


„ appeal to the convlction of the Atha- 


naſians themſelves, whether in their ideas 


there be not ſomething more ſtern and in- 
flexible in the character of the Father than 
of the Son: alſo, notwithſtanding they 
aſcribe divine attributes to the Father, 
whether leaving the Son out of the queſtion, 
ſomething peculiarly amiable and engaging 
would not be wanting in what would remain 
of the divine Being; and likewiſe, whether 
leaving out the Father and the Son, the 
Spirit alone, according to theit cuſtomary 


ideas of his nature and attributes, would be 


equal to the works of creation, providence, 
and redemption. If this be a juſt tepreſen- 
tation, there is nothing that the Athanuſiun: 
really conceive of as one Being, to whom 


they aſeribe all divine perfeRtions of juſtice, 
goodneſs, and mercy. * What confuſion 


attends a worſhip in which ſuch different 
objects are addreiled ! The end of devotion, 
which is to clevate the heart, and to fix all 
the powers in the adoration of the ſupreme 


Being, i iSin a great meaſure defeated and the 


genuine ſpirit of it debaſed. | 
Very unhappily thro” the ill tendency and 


effect of ſuch a faith and ſuch a worſhip the 


accompliſhment of the important words of 


"Py 
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prophecy is obſtructed and impeded. - j 
refer to that diſtinguiſhing deſcription of 


| the times of the Meſſiah exhibited in the 


prophetic language of Zechariah ch, xvi. g. 
« In that day ſhall there be ont Lord (or 
according to the Hebrew, the Lord ſhall be 
one) and his NAME one. For though the 
words originally refer to the Polytheiſm of 
the Pagans, and the various names under 
which they worthipped Gop, yet they muſt 
remain unfulfilled as long as our prayers are 
directed to more than one Being; and it is 


the language of our creeds and of our de- 


votions, that his name is not one, but three, 
the Father, the Son, and the holy Spirit. 
This mode of worſhip is not only repugnant 


to the accompliſhment of this prophecy, 


but with the faith on which it is grounded ; 


and it actually prevents the fulfilment of it by 


its influence on the minds of thoſe whom we 
with to ſee converted to the Chriſtian faith. 


A clergyman (who, had been a. chaplain 


abroad in a ſhip) writing to Mr. Whifton, 
ſays, I was ſorry that the Turks, Fews, 
&c. were ſo very much offended with 


the Chriſtian religion, upon theſe two ac- 
counts : viz. the one, the es of 


images; the other, the belief and worſhip 
of the Trinity; which ſeemed to them to 
be the belief of three Gods. As to the firſt 
1 thought we of the church of England 
were happy, in having purged away that 
foul error of Popery ; and ſo I could vin- 

dicate 


( $1 }) 
dicate the religion of us Chriſtians, with a 
much greater ſtrength than a prieſt of the 
church of Rome. But as to the Trinity, I 
confeſs I have ſometimes wiſhed that Gon 
had not fo revealed that myſtery to us, un- 


leſs he had pleaſed to diſcover it farther, in 


regard it was a ſtumbling-block. to Hea- 
thens.* e ; 
This tepreſentation is confirmed by the 
excellent Mr. Emlyn, who tells us, that in 
Le Compte's Hiſtory of China one miy read 
how the Heathens derided the Chriſtian doc- 
trine of a mortal God: and upon that ac- 
count thought Chriſtanity as fabulous as their 
own religion. And Dr. Cauſabon, in his book 
of Credulity and Incredulity, ſays, p. 118, 
that Zhis doctrine has kept more people from 
embracing the Chriſtian faith, than any other 
ZZ TRE 
It prevents the Mahbometans from even ex- 
amining the principles and evidences of 


Chriſtianity. Mahomet fays; in the fifth 


chapter of the Koran, lt is long ſince the 
Infidels have ſaid there are three Gods; 
certainly there is but one.” To the fame 
purpoſe, ch. 21, We have not ſent thee, 
O Mahommed, but as a mercy to all crea- 
tures. Say, no other has been revealed un- 
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"to thee,” Wan that) your God is one God. 
But if they turn the: backs on the confeſ- 
"ſion of God's Unity, ſay 1 proclaim war a- 
gains you all equally. 

The eus are equally averſe from the doc- 
tine and worſhip, of the Trinity. Two 
leading articles of their Sepharim Nkłrim, 


or Book of Fundamentals, appear to be form- 
ed in direct oppoſition thereto, viz. © I be- 


| lieve with a perfect faith, that the Creator 


0 name be bleſſed) is one, and that ſuch 

nity as is in him can be found in none 
90er, "Y and that he alone hath been our 
God, is, and for ever ſhall be. I believe 
with a perfect heart, that the Creator, 
(hoſe name be bleſſed) is to be worſhipped, 
and none elſe,”* «K 

Such are the impreſſions which this Mor- 
_ ſhip of a triple Godhead leaves on the minds 
of thoſe who haye the cleareſt and Juſteſt 
ſentiments concerning the Unity of 'Gop. 
This ought at leaſt to awaken your ſerious 


* and careful enquiry, whether this worſhip, 


and the ſentiments from whence it is derived, 
2 are to be found in the word of Go: and if 
you be convinced they are not to be found 


a 5 there, it ought to render you very cautious 


"how you. Ppt. a corruption of the goſ- 
* 
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*. Friumph of Trith, or Trial of Mr. Elwal, 
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pel, which is ſo prejudicial to its progreſs, 
and forms with numbers an inſuperable ob- 


jection againſt it, leſt you bring upon your- 
ſelves the woe denounced againſt them, by 


whom offences (i. e. ſtumbling-blocks in 


"ig way of the goſpel) come. 

That ſingular pattern of benevolence, Mr. 
Firmin, was ſo affected with the importance 
of guarding Chriſtianity from ſuch miſcon- 
firaQions of its doctrine coneerning the di- 
vine Unity, and of holding up this funda- 
mental principle in the/plaineſt and moſt ex- 
plictt manner, that He propoſed to hold 


aſſemblies of divine worſhip, diſtin& from 
the aſſemblies of any other denomination:of 


- Chriftians, who ſhould undertake a more eſ- 


pecial care of that article; for the ſake of 
Which it is certain both the Teſtaments were 


written. He meant that theſe aſſemblies 


ſhould be called Fraternities in the church.“ 


This worthy man feared, that without ſuch 


aſſemblies the continual uſe of terms which 


in their ordinary ſignification are confeſſed 
by all to imply three Gods, would paganize 
at ſome time the whole Chriſtian church. 
His judicious Biographer pertinently re- 
at on this ſcheme of Mr. Firmin, That 
many perſons perhaps will be of * 
that it was by no means a ſufficient 
2 . the uſe of phraſes which. 4A 
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thought to have ſo direct a tendency to lead 
men into the belief of a doctrine which 
ſubyerted the important article, the Unity 
'of GOD. A total ſeparation from all 
churches where ſuch forms are uſed, ſeems 


to be the duty of every Unitarian ; eſpeci- 
ally if he live in a place where an Unita- 


rian ſociety is, or may be ſet on foot. This 
is the only way of making a full, uniform, 
and conſiſtent proteſt againſt ſo glaring a 


deviation from the word of God, 
To join in ſuch worſhip, whether habi- 


| tually or frequently, is to uphold this cor- 
ruption of the oſpel, and to take a part in 
the very act that is contrary to the rule of 


ſcripture, It is ſurpriſing that this conduct 


' Is not conſidered as Anful. It is a tranſgreſ- 


ſion of the law and rule of worſhip laid down 


In the ſcriptures to worſhip more Gods than 
one. It is a tranſgreſſion of the commands 


under the authority of which the goſpel is 


committed to mankind: not to add unto 
this divine ſcheme, and to keep it without 
| ſpot. But the tranſgreſſion of God's law, 


whatever be the ſubject of it, is fin. Nay, 
where there is not a full conviction of the 


lawfulneſs and rectitude of any meaſure, it js 


fin, © Whatever is not of faith, or doth not 
proceed. from conviction, faith the appoſtle, 


is n. And it is not eaſy to conceive how 
any one can be fully perſuaded, that it is 
doing right to act with and ſtrengthen the 
hands of thoſe Who are in his opinion at the 


E 
very 
ky 
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very time and on the very buſineſs in which 


he joins them deviating from the pure goſ- 


pel. How much more difficult is it to at- 
tain to ſuch a perſuaſion, where the corrup- 
tion affects the very fundamentals of Chriſ- 


tianity, and of all true religion, even the s- 


Jeet of worſhip and the ſtrict unity of Gop ? 


By what plea can you, Chriſtian Brethren, 


juſtify your conduct to your own minds, and 


evade the charge of guilt it draws on you? 


Will it exculpate the countenance you 
afford to ſuch worſhip, by continuing in 


communion with the church that retains it, 


to urge the ſublime fpirit of devotion, and 
the excellent things that mark ſome of its 
offices ? Such a plea would equally excuſe a 
concurrence in the worſhip of the church of 
Rome, from the Liturgy of which theſe ex- 
cellent things have been borrowed. Beſides, 
no mixture of truth can alter the nature of 
the errors blended with it; nor any ardour 
and elevation of ſpirit in ſome parts preſerve 
us innocent in the uſe of thoſe ſervices, the 
generalſtrain and leading ſentiments of which 
are /inful. 

If faſhion induce, or gain tempt you, to 
perſevere in the communion of a corrupt 
church, how, upon theſe principles, do your 


claims to the character of Chriſt's diſciples _ 
agree with the deſcriptive marks of ſuch laid 


down by Him, or his inſpired Meſſengers ? 


„ Ye are not of the world, as I am not of 


% the world. If any man will come after me 
"6 G3 let 
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E 
ce Jet him deny himſelf, and take up ls 


45 croſs and follow me. He that loveth fa- 
« ther; or mother more than. me, is not 


. worthy, of me; and he that loveth ſon and 
Fi daughter more than Me, is not worthy of 


Me. Be not conformed to this world. 
«. The) friendſhip of this world is enmity 
« with God. Do I ſeek to pleaſe men? 
« If I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be 
ac the ſervant of Chriſt.“ Upon reading 
theſe criterions of a genuine and accept- 
able faith in Chr! A, enter ſeriouſly, into 
your. own . hearts, and examine the mo- 
tives of your conduct. He WhO requireth 
of us ſuch a ſacrifice of caſe, reputation, 
and intereſt in a ſteady. attachment. to His 
goſpel, hath gone before us wn the path of 
fell denial, and hath ſet us an example of 
fortitude and greatneſs of mind in bearing 
witneſs to the truth. He exacts no other 
ſervice of us in his cauſe, than what He 
bimſelf hath already rendered to mankind. 
And if you would conſiſtently maintain your 


diſcipleſhip to him, you muſt ſhare the riſks 


and trials of it, as well as be candidates for 
ts reward. | 

The ſame aur of. Fa bir which Re, 
17 to him and bis goſpel dictate, is enforced 
on us by a regard to mankind ; if we wiſh 
that their hearts may lie open to the full 
power of the truth as it is in Ieſus, and that 
they may be enlightened with the knowledge 
of the true religion.; 15 One ſure ſtep towards 
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the reformation of the world is to begin the 
reformation in our/elves, and as far as re- 
ſpects our own conduct: and who can tell 
what the influence of his own example only 
may do? Were temporiſing compliances to 
be carried through every concern, or always 
to be adhered to, error and fal hood could 
never ceaſe; no reformation could ever take 
place. 

Your concurrence in the Trinitarian wor- 
ſhip of the church of England, or of any 
other church, gives countenance and ſup- 
port to that ſyſtem by which numbers are 
kept in ignorance of the true character and 
government of God, are led to worfthip the 
Almighty under a falſe character — and are 
warped aſide from the ſimplicity of the goſ- 
pel by the dint of authority and the fear of 
penetrating into awful myſteries. Your ſe- 
paration and proteſt would ſerve to awaken 
the attention of others, to excĩte a ſerious 
and impartial enquiry, and to ſhake that 
ſlaviſh reverence for public forms and the 
eſtabliſhed religion which ſcreens abſurdity 
and myſticiſm from a free examination. It 
would facilitate the ſpread of the ſcriptural 
worſhip and a rational ſervice of God in the 
room of an obſcure jargon. It is no wonder, 
if many, offended with the harſh ſounds and 
the irreconcilcable principles of theeſtabliſh- 
ed Liturgy, forſake the aſſemblies of public 
worſhip, and are prejudiced againſt Chriſ- 
tianity. Will it not be a ſervice to ſuch, to ſet 

TS them 
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them an example of diſtinguiſhing between 


the goſpel and the corruptions of it! Will 
it not afford them a fair opportunity to judge 

of its truth, if you exhibit it in its plain and 
native dreſs? Let them ſee what Chriſtia- 
nity is in ztſelf, Your continued conformity 


miſleads them, and contributes to keep out of 
fight the real and genuine goſpel. Every error 
retained obſtructs a further reformation, and 


obſcures the light and glory of the goſpel. 
Do juſtice then to Chriſtianity. 


Your ſeparation from a corrupt church 


will not only render a general, important 


ſervice, to the goſpel; it will particularly 
Encourage ſome of its miniſters to follow the 
dictates of truth and conſcience. Many of 
the clergy are convinced, that the public 


offices of the church are very diſtant from 
the genuine goſpel of Feſus Chriff. They 
are very much diſſatisfied with them and 
uneaſy in the uſe of them. Though they 


are not. fully perſuaded of the rectitude of 
remaining in the church : yet they tell us, 


. * that they ſee many reaſons, purely of the 


conſcientious kind, that ſeem to 1 e 
of with- 


rate on that fide.” When they thin 
drawing from their livings and their charge, 


a painful ſcene preſents itſelf, and ſhakes 
their reſolutions : they ſtart back from the 
proſpect of filence and of want; at the 
thought of excluding themſelves from their 


ſphere of uſefulneſs, truth, and the fouls of 


men, and of their foureps of ſupport being 


gat 


t 
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cut off. Let a generous ſympathy for them 
move, Chriſtians, your breaſts: enter with 


them on the paths of integrity and duty. 
By your own ſeparation de them with 


friends who ſhall be ready to receive them, 
to ſtrengthen their hands, make up by their 
generoſity the loſs they muſt ſuſtain, and 
to afford them new opportunities of mini- 
ſterial ſervice, which they may fill up with 
conſiſtency, uſefulneſs, and comfort; a com- 
fort unembittered with ſcruples, and a uſe- 
fulneſs unimpaired by reſtraints on con- 
ſcience on one ſide, or by reflections on 
their lincerity on the other. Declare your- 
ſelves, in your reſpective ſituations, ready 
to put yourſelves under the paſtora] care of 
ſuch faithful but now diſtreſſed miniſters of 
Feſus Chriſt. Shew by your own conduct, 
that they will not want patriots and friends: 
but you are ready to be to them what Fir- 
min was to the excellent Biddle.” What ſa- 
tisfaction will this yield you? and how will 
you rejoice in the hope of ſharing the re- 
wards, as you have ſoothed the trials of the 
righteous man! 
As I would engage you to aſſiſt the up- 
right, and to make the path of the ſcru- 
ulous plain and eaſy, (it is a generous ſer- 
vice!) ſo be diſſuading from lending the aid of 
your example, or the encouragement of your 
friendſhip, to prevarication. Your eontinu- 
ance in the church gives countenance and 


ſuppert to Fat ſyſtem by which the clergy” 
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are enſnared. To uſe the reaſoning of 
an excellent piece on that ſubje&, 5, Many 


of them, you know, not only. ſubſcribe 


what they do not believe, but utter every 


day what they muſt eonſider as, nothing 
leſs than impious falſhood, in form of a 


ſolemn addreſs to Almighty God. And can it 
be eaſy to you to be acceſſary to other mens 


fins, and thus to be in ſome meaſure the 


cauſe why ſome periſh for whom Chriſt died? 


Had every ſerious enlightened Chri/= 


tian the courage to withdraw from the com- 


munior. of a church in which he ſees ſuch, 
ſinful prevarication encouraged, the atten- 
tion of the moſt ſupine ſtateſmen, would be 


excited to it; and notwithſtanding the op- 


poſition that is always to be expected from 


the heads of corrupt eſtabliſhments, and all 
who are gainers by them, a reformation 
would immediately take place. OR 

„There cannot be a plainer rule of life 


than this, that every man ſhould do what he 
would wiſh others to do, and as, be is convin- 


ced would be the beſt if all others woul d do. 
As we have remarked before, no man can 
tell what influence his own example may 
have to produce that effect. Whatever comes 
af it, he, by this means, diſcharges his own. 
conſcience and faves his own ſoul.“ 8 
If any thing more need to be added on 
this topic of perſuaſion it is this; that with 
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Lindſey's Propoſal for a Reformed Engliſh Church; 


printed fer Wilkie, 1774. 


EC oa } 


you of the laity this reformation muſt begin, 


or probably it never will commence. The. 


_ princes of the world are not diſpoſed to con-- 
cern themſelves about a Reformation of Re- 
ligion. And the ſpiritual governors of great 


national churches have long ſhewn that we 


mult not expect that a reformation ſhou 
originate with them. | 


Every argument for this conduct is 


ſtrongly enforced by another conſideration, to 
which your particular attention is requeſted. 
It is this: — That the worſhip of the church 
of England is Idolatrous. It is not only a 
plain deviation from the genuine goſpel, but 
a deviation of the moſt criminial kind. This 
charge may, perhaps, appear heavy and ſevere, 
as criminating a// wha embrace and defend 
it, and intimating that they ſtand expoſed to 
the awful judgment of the great day, as La- 
laters. Far be it from the intention of him 
who addreſſes you to adopt the language, or 
to inſinuate the ideas of a certain creed, which 
is uſed in the ſolemn acts of worſhip, and 
declares that they who do not hold it, cannot 
be ſaved and muſt, without doubt periſh ever- 


aſtingly. The modeſty and candour of this 


anathema would not become a private per- 
ſon: though it may take ſhelter under a na- 
tional law and eſtabliſhment. *<* I am ſenſi- 
ble how indiſpenſably requiſite an evil inten- 
tion is to conſtitute a crime; and I have no 
doubt, that where the moſt Slaſphemous ido- 
latry is once adopted and made familiar by 
habit, it may be practiſed by good men _ 
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the ſincereſt piety and the beſt intentions in 
the world.” * The ſame allowances, the 
fame hopes which charity and even juſtice 
to their characters teach us to indulge with 
reſpect to the ſincere and holy members of 
the church of Rome, ought much more to 
be admitted on behalf of the meinbers of the 
church of England or any Trinitarian church 
on earth. Yet in neither caſe can the piety 
and good intentions of the worſhippers' be 
ſuppoſed to alter the nature of things or 
counteract the influence of a falſe religion on 
the generality of the. people. 

It is to be earneſtly wiſhed, Chriſtians, 
that your minds were impreſſed with a juſt 
ſenſe of the nature of the worthip -which 
we are conſidering. Allow me to . i, 
that it is zdol/atrous. 

The preciſe nature of an is afl 
aſcertained by referring to the firſt and ſecond 
- commandments of the decalogue. The 
former is oppoſed to polythei/m ; the latter to 
the worſhip of the one true God, under any 
bodily or material form. The former is 
thus expreſſed: ** * Thou ſhalt have no other 
Gods before me.” The ſecond is thus fully 
deſcribed: ** Tho ſhalt not make unto thee 
any graven image, or any likeneſs of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth.“ Exod. xx. 3, 4, 5. And 
whereas in the New Teſtamedt the apoſtles 
wud us nary of Is ; . dearly beloved 


1 ol _ ſee 


* Evanſon's To to Biſhop Hurd, p. 132. 


( 
ee from larry: ; little children keep your- 
"ſolves from idols; and the like; and they 
being Jeus, muſt neceſſarily by idolatry 
mean the worſhipping the true Gop by 


images, or giving any divine worſhip what- 
ſoever, any honour due to Gop, giving that 


I fay, to any other be'ng, how excellent 

ſoever, although they that do ſo do believe 
and worſhip the ſupreme Gop, the maker 
of heaven and earth, all the while: for by 


idolatry they could. underſtand nothing but 
what went for idolatry under the law, ſee- 
ing the notion of it was not in the leaſt al- 
tered, but it continued juſt the ſame: that .it 


was before: * let Trinitarian worlhip be 


examined by theſe commandments, — 
run through both Teſtaments, and to ſup- 
port which has been a leading deſign of re- 


vealed religion, under every diſpenſation, 


through every age. 

The firſt commandment excludes every 
other being and every creature from being 
_ prayed unto and adored, except that power- 

ful and glorious Being who was the God of 
| the, Fews, who brought them out of the 
land of Egypt. and who made the heavens 

and the earth. This Being is always ſpoken 
of, as was obſerved. i in the preliminary texts, 
as one Perſon: Thus in this very law, 


„Thou ſhalt. s no other gods before 


Me.” Our Lord uſes the fame ſtyle, when 
referring to this command, Thou ſhalt 


N We the Lord 2% God, and Him only 


ſhalt 
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- ſhalt thou -ſerve.” In the Old Teſtament 
this Being is characteriſed . as the Gop of 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob : under the New, 
as the Father, our Father in heaven, and 

"the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 

Obriſt. Conſequently, to pray unto Feſus 
Chriſt is to pray unto another Being beſides 
the Father and his Father; in direct op- 
poſition to the command that ſays, Thou 

ſhalt have no other Gods before Me.“ To 

lead you to enter into this argument, and 
think and feel as would the immediate fol- 
owers of Feſus Cbriſt, let me beg you, my 
Chriſtian brethren, to conſider yourſelves in 
the place of thoſe to whom Chri/7 preached, 
and in that of his conſtant diſciples. 
Suppoſe that you had always been taught 
to conſider the firſt commandment as forbid- 
ding you to have any other God -befides that 

Being who gave youſuch commaridment; and 

that you had ever been habituated to regard 

this Being as one Lord. Suppoſe you had 
always heard Feſus Chriſt, your Maſter, 
ſpeaking of this Being as His Father, and 

' the Father, and appropriating theſe terms 
in that Being whom you had ever called and 

togarded as the God of Abraham; and ſpeak- 

reg of himſelf as coming from Him, acting 
under Him, and ſeeking his glory. Suppoſe 
you had been one of thoſe who had applied 
to him to be taught how fo pray and 

His aiiſwer had been to you, „“ After this 
manner pray ye ; Our Father which art in 

heaven; n be thy name; t _ 
om 
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dom come; rh will be done, &c. When 


thou prayeſt to thy Father, Ke. Suppoſe 
that you had heard him ſay once and again, 
* Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk. zhe Father in my 
* name, He will give it to 4 8 In that day 


ye ſhall aſk Me nothing.” Suppoſe that 


vou never heard this win r faithful In- 


ſtructor give any directions or commands to 


pray unto himſelf. Suppoſe that you had 
ſeen that He himſelf always prayed unto zbe 
. Father, and that in the moſt ſolemn act of 
devotion you had heard him addreſſing he 
_ Father in this language, This is life eter- 
c nal, to know thee, the only true God, and 
& Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent.” , 
Imagine yourſelf. in theſe circumſtances, 
can you conceive, that it ever would have oc- 
curred to your thoughts that you ſhould pray 
unto Chriſt himſelf? It is not natural to ap- 
prehend that you would have underſtood 


Him as holding forth the one ſame Being to 


be the object of your prayers whom you had 
ever worſhipped under the ſanction of the 


firſt commandment? Would it have entered 
into your thoughts, that he Father meant 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? If you 


have then been taught to direct your prayers 
and ſupplications to other Beings beſides the 

1 ather, i is not this a corruption of your Maſ- 
ter's religion ? And a violation of that com- 


mand, in effect, again promulgated by him, 


Thou ſhalt: have no other God before 
me; If it be fo, it is idolatry, 


Let 
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Let the Trinitarian worſhip be examined | 
by the /econd commandment, it will not bet- 
ter ſtand the teſt. This forbids the worſhip- 
ping of the one true God under any bodily 
form whatever: A ſpecies of idolatry made 
highly criminal by the Moſaic, and not more 
conſonant to the nature, genius, and fpirit 
of the Chriſtian revelation, Yet * of this 
kind of idolatry alſo, offenſive as it is de- 
clared to be to Heaven, the whole orthodox 
church is unqueſtionably guilty, for ſhe a- 
vowedly worſhips the one true God as incar- 
nate in the body of a Man. For when the 
Proteſtants invoke the one Almighty LorpD 
of heaven and earth by his ati uity and tr 
cumciſion, his agony and bloody ſwear, his 
| croſs and paſſion, his death and burial, they 
repreſent to us the Sodily form of their deity, 
as plain as if they . a crucifix before our 
eyes. And accordingly they ate not the 
| Churches and books of devotion: of Roman 
Catholics only, in which images and pictures 
are to be found of the Human-Deity, or the 
God-Mzan, as the Orthodox affect to call him, 
whom both Papiſts and gratis adore as 
the only true Go. 

Nay, a late advocate for the doctrine of the 
Trinity, Dr.Burgh, whoſe book has been ho- 
noured with the recommendation of a learn- 
ed and eminent prelate, and followed with a 
diploma from the univerſity of Oxford as a 
reward for the author's zeal and labours: 
this v writer has plainly told us, that God took 

man- 
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manhood on him in order to give a /enfeble 
objeet: Of worſhip to mankind, incapable 
of forming any adequate idea of the abſtract 
God, | whoſe qualities are of a nature in- 
comprehenfible by our minds. The world, 
merged in idolatry, (continues this orthodox 
writer) at the time of his incarnation, was 
more fully indulged with an objeft of Jenſe, 
to which men dould look according to habit 
alto, as well as the natural incapacity to con- 
ceive a God only ſpiritual, and to whom, 


even by the exertion of the ſame faculties by 


irh they bad adopted and adored idals, they 
could prefer the n without the i rue 
tation of idolatry.x 

Vou will Judge, whether, notwithſtand- 
ing this writer's attempt to evade the con- 


ſequences of the doctrine he avows, (in 


which avowal he has been favoured with the 
ſanction of ſuch illuſtrious patrons) and of 
the worſhip he defends, he has gained his 


point. You perceive what are his premiſes, 


and in perceiving this you diſcern the ground 
of our objection to Trinitarian worſhip, via. 
that it is directed to a /en/ible object; to: ap 
object which the mind conceives as exiſtigg 


in a bedzly form. While this is granted cat 


it with truth or propriety be ſaid, that this 
worſhip is preferred without the imputation 
has OT. What a it de n that 3 
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worſhip repugnant to the ſecond command- 
ment is not a violation of it? That to wor- 
ſhip a /enſible object, Gop under the form of 
'a Man, is not to bow down to the likeneſs of 
any thing in heaven or in earth? This is 
not more rational and conſiſtent than it 
would be to affert that white is not white, 
nor black black. Theſe aſſertions would be 
*barmle/s nonſenſe: not ſo the eontradiction 
T am expoſing. For: at repreſents the 
et eternal, immutable. Deity, who is always 
ee the ſame, who never alters the decree he 
"© hath once pronounced, with whom there 
e is 229 variableneſi, neither ſhadow of turn- 
„ ing;“ as having undergone the greateſt 
change of which any ſpiritual Being is ca- 


pable, on pur poſe to juſtify and eſtabliſh, at 


one period, the very ſame mode of worſhip 
which he had moſt ſolemnly prohibited at 
another; and that, with a caprice and fickle- 
neſs of mind unbecoming the weakeſt of 
his frail creatures, after having, for ſo many 
generations, ſo ſeverely puniſhed the fore- 
-fathers of the Zewrf people, under the old 
covenant, for worſhipping him under à bod:ly 
form, he, under the) new, inflicts his ven- 


geance upon their poſterity, for refuſing to 
tranſgreſs his own commandment, , and to 


worſhip him under the form of a n. 
It further deſerves, my. brethren, your ſe- 
rtious conſideration, whether this ſpecies of 


. 
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idolatry; on. which we arenow animadverting; 
is not more abhorrent from every juſt princi- 


ple of reaſon, than any that has been prac- 
tiſed in pagan nations? * The worſhip of 


the Sun, Moon, and Stars, amongſt people 


ignorant of aſtronomy, ſeems an eaſy conſe- 


quence. from a natural admiration of thoſe 
ſplendid orbs, joined to an experience of 
their great utility and influence over the 


earth. The worſhip alſo of deceaſed he- 


| roesz and the diſtinguiſhed, benefactors of 


mankind, was produced, no doubt, by an 
exceſſive love of their perſons, and venera- 
tion for their memories, accompanied with 
a ſtrong perſuaſion of their exiſtence after 
death. And thus almoſt every inſtance of 
Pagan idolatry may be accounted for from 
the immoderate prevalence of ſome of 


thoſe paſſions, which are inherent. in hu- 
man nature. But whether the worſhip- 
ping of three different Agents, as three 
diſtin& objects of adoration, and yet 
conſtituting but one God; whether the 
_ worſhipping, a Divinity, who 4s himſelf 


his own Father and his own Son, his own 
Sender, and his own . Meſſenger; whether 
the worſhipping the immutable. and eternal 
.Godhead, as having changed the mode of 
his exiſtence, and compounded himſelf with 
the frail and mortal nature of man, on pur- 
poſe that He might die; whether this be 
not a ſpecies of Id-latry unknown in antient 
times, and unacconntably monſtrous and ir- 


* 1 rational, 
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rational, and repugnant to every natural fa- 


culty of an unprejudiced mind, I leave to you 
ſeriouſly and candidly to conſider.” 4 . 
Weigh theſe reflections, and conſide 
what is your duty with reſpect to a Church 


whoſe worſhip is truly and ſtrictly ſpeak 


ing idolatraus. Hath Gop commanded 
us to have mo God but one? Hath 


. he prohibited the worſhip of himſelf 


under be liteneſi of any thing that is in bea- 
wen or in earth ? And can you heſitate about 


| abandoning all connections with a Church 
chat is ſeen to worſhip more Gods than one; 
and to worſhip the Almighty under the form 
of a Man? | 
We are told of the great BoxRnaave, 


that he worſhipped Gop in that light only 


in which he had been pleaſed to diſcover 
himſelf, leſt otherwiſe, by adoring an ima- 
' -ginary deity, he ſhould prove an Idolater. 
An example well worthy of your imitation, 
It is not eaſy to ſay, how any one who re- 


verences the authority of the one Gop and 


' Father of all, ſpeaking to us in his word, 
can juſtify it to his own mind to conform to 
Alolatrous worſhip : or even to lie under the 


fuſpicion of conforming to it ? mT. 
It is, as Biſhop Hurd ſhews in his elegant 


diſcourſes on Prophecy, a diſcriminating 
and prophetic character of Antichriſt, that 
He is an idolatrous power; another Baby- 


lon, 
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kn, the mother of harlots, and abominations 


of the earth; that is, as polluted himſelf 
with the orofſeſt idolatry, and as corru Ming 
the nations with the fame profane wor! 


He applies this mark to the church-of Rome, 


and upon its poſſeſſing this and the other dif- 


criminating characters of Antiehriſi, his lordd- 


ſhip draws this concluſion : if theſe prophe- 
cies are rightly applied fo papal Rome, and 
have in part been ſignally accompliſhed in 


the hiſtory of that church, it is beyond all 


doubt, that our communion with it is dan- 


gerous ; nay, that our ſeparation from it is a 
matter of ſtrict duty. Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her fins ; 


and that ye receive not of her 3 ay 


plain and deciſive words.“ 


But are they deciſive only with reſpect to 


tbat particular ſpecies of idolatry practiſed 


in the church of Rome? Do they not ſpeak 
with equal plainneſs and authority with re- 
ſpect to every church in which any fpecies of 
idolatry is practiſed? for in every fuch church 
the two firſt commandments of the deca- 
logue, which lie at the foundation 'of all 


true religion, are violated ; and this diſtinc- 


tive mark and badge of Antichr is diſcern- 


able. By parity of reaſon, nay, upon the 
ſame grounds on which his lordſhip argues, 
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communion with ſuch a church is danger- 
ous, and ſeparation from it a matter of /#r:& 
duty. | 

Can you deem the idolatry harmleſs, be- 
cauſe the divine Saviour is the object of it? 
Or can yau juſtify yourſelves under the plea 
of paying honour to Him, when, in this very 
inſtance your conduct runs counter to his 
declarations and example ? By both he has 
taught us to receive and honour himſelf, on- 
Iy to the glory of Gop the FATHER. Will 
He, who diſclaimed the character ef good- 
neſs, replying to a perſpn who accoſted him 
with the title of good Maſter, Why calleſt 
thou Me good? There is none good but One, 
that is Gop? Will He, who ſaid, I /eeb 
not mine own will, but the will of Him who 
fent me? Will He, who declared, J Ho- 
- pour my Father, and T ſeek not my own glory? 
Will He, who hath given us an underſtand- 
ing, that we may know the true God, and by 
whom we arg in Him that is true? Will He 
who hath taught us not to aſk himſelf, but 
to aſe the Father in his name? Will He 
who directed all his words and actions to his 
Father's glory? Will He be diſpleaſed with 
the humble and ſerious attempt to advance 
the ſame? Rather, is not the aim and de- 
ſign of theſe perſuaſions with which you are 
addreſſed, perfectly conſonant to his own diſ- 
courſes. and temper? All due and grateful 
feſpect be paid to the Son of Gow, to the 
captain of our Salvation; but I dare not 

|  g1VG 
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give that honour and glory to the Son hh 
I. verily think, and am fully perſuaded, ought 
to be given to the Father only. | 
It may, perhaps, be pleaded as an apolo- 

y for this idolatry, which we condemn in' 
. ant churches, that it not only ariſes 
from — thoughts of Chriſt, but is at 
moſt only founded on ſpeculative errors, and 
is by no means to be ſtigmatiſed as of a 
bad moral tendency. To this it may be 
replied, that though the idolatry which ſub- 
ſiſts in 8 churches, is innocent, in 
compariſon with the idolatry of the oriental 
nations, of the Greeks and Romans, of the 
Gauls and Britons, and with thoſe kinds of 
idolatry of which we read in the facred 
ſcriptures. —* Yet it is not therefore in- 
nocent, or not hurtful. Indeed it is hardly 
poſſible that any falſe notion concerning 
 Gop can be ſo, and eſpecially a notion fo 
very falſe as this is: viz, that divine wor- 
ſhip ſhould be paid to Jeſus Chriſt, as a Be- 
ing the ſame in ſubſtance, and equal in power 
and glory with bis Father. When it is 
apprehended that inſtead of one, there are 
three Beings, to whom the perfections of 
deity are referred, the imaginations of men 
will always make a partition of divine at- 
tributes. among them; and in no one of 


them will there be that union of venerable. . 


and amiable attributes, which we aſcribe. to 
the one only and true God; and as the mind 
of man cannot contemplate more than one 
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qhject at the e time, it cannot, with theſe | 


notions, be poſſeſſed of that mixture of te- 
verence and love of which the ſentiments of | 
true devotion confiſt. 

From theſe principles it will follow, 
that while the Father, Son, and haly Ghoſt 


are equally regarded as God, one of them 
will be thought to poſſeſs one ſet of attri- 


butes, and another a different ſet; one of 
them will be imagined to be of one diſpo- 
fiti tion, and another of another ; juſt as the 
eathens conceived of their ſeveral deities. 
0 When the Son is conſidered as the ob- 
Jeck of dur petitions,* and the ſource of all 


bleflings, the Father will be neglected. He 
may, be red, but cannot be loved. To a 


mind accuſtomed to think in this manner, 
the motives to virtue that are derived from 
the imitation of Gop, often loſe the whole 


of their effect. This confideration' is even 
ſometimes unfavourable to real goodneſs; 


for certainly it would not be to the advan- 
tage of any man's character to reſemble Gop 
the Fatber, according to the ideas that ſome 


perſons have of him; ideas which they could 


never have entertained of him, if by divid- 


ing the Godhead, they had not divefted him 
of ſome of his edkentif attributes.” 
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It is ſubmitted to you whether theſe re- 
flect ions do not point out your duty with 
clearneſs, and ſay to you with authority, 


Dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.” WHT. 
you perſevere in a violation of the right of 


the only true Goo? Will you continue ta 
repeat acts of devotion which rob him of 
the glory that he will not give to another? 
Can you juſtify it to your own minds to 
transfer, even to the Redeemer, that great 


and glorious character, the homage due on- 


ly to his Gop and FATHER, * who hath, 
put all things under him.“ If there be fin, 


if there be danger in idolatry, of any kind, 


(and that there is the very term implies} . 
can you ſatisfy yourſelves in a conduct 


_ which ſupports idolatry, and expoſes you to 


the danger, and involves you in the guilt of 
it? Is this the line of conduct to be purfued 
by a ſincere difciple of Chr ? Judge ye. 
Every argument before advanced is en- 
forced by one further conſideration, appli= 
cable to each, and nearly connected with your 
character and expectations, as Chriſtians. It 


is this, that the great author of aur religion 


will come again, and call his diſciples to an 
account. The apoſtle inſtructs us to. con- 
nect the contemplation of this great event 


with ſuch a ſubject as this. For when he 


exhorts Timothy to maintain the fimplicity: 
and purity of the goſpel, he refers to this. 


object of the Chriſtian's faith and hope: 


*I give thee charge that thou keep this 


commandment without ſpot, unrebukeable, 


uu i 


(126) ; 
until the appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
He directs the views of the Ph:lippians to 
the ſame time, as the ſeaſon in which their 
Chriſtian integrity would be a matter of the 
greateſt importance, praying, that they 
might approve thoſe things that are excel- 
lent ; that they might be ſincere and with- - 
out offence till the day of Chriſt. In the 
proſpect of this period his reflections on the 
fidelity and attention with which he himſelf 
had kept the ſacred depoſit of the goſpel, gave 
him peculiar pleaſure, and were brightened 
with the ſublimeſt hope. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have 
kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown a: ri ightcouſnels, \ which the Lord 
the righteous judge, ſhall give me at ?ht day. 

Without preſuming then to anticipate the 
ſentence of our great Judge, or to form ideas 
of it as partial and prejudiced minds may 
dictate, it is not improper to carry forward 
your thoughts to this day of his ſecond ap- 
pearance. Our Lord himſelf ſummons our 
attention to it with the ſame deſign, Rev. 
xvi. 15. Behold, I come as a thief: bleſ- 
fed is he that watcheth and keepeth his gar- 
ments. i. e. who maintains the purity, 
and integrity of his Chriſtian profeſſion, 
„ Behold, I come quickly, and my reward 
is with me, to give to every man according) | 
as his work ſhall be.“ ch. xxii. 12. 
On the ground of this expectation lets 
your conduct be tried, if you continue to 
warſhip | Gov on a pron: repugnant to the 
. direc- 


(207; } 

directions given us by the founder of our 
faith. It is not merely an error of judgment 
upon which you are requeſted to reflect, un- 
der the ſerious proſpect of your Lord's ap- 
pearance, but on an error of conduct, which 
involves in it a breach of godly ſincerity, and 
of fidelity to CHriſt and his goſpel. Be per- 
ſuaded to examine this in the light of the 
great day. 
It is referred to your ads and ſerious re- 
flection, whether in the expectation of your 
Lord's coming, you can approve of and juſ- 
tify your conformity to a plan of devotion 
which you are ſenſible is founded upon mere 
human authority and preſcription, ' and is 
contradictory to the precepts of your only 
Lord and Maſter? Will it be a ground of 
confidence and hope before Him at that ſea- 
ſon, that you have, in this reſpect, ſo materi- 
ally deviated from his command, Call no 
man Mafter ?” It is ſubmitted to your con- 

ſideration, whether in the expectation of 
Bis coming, who was the true and faithful 
Witneſs, you can approve and juſtify an ap- 
parent concurrence in a worſhip you in- 
wardly condemn, upon the pretext that you 
only join in ſuch parts of the ſervice as you 
judge juſt and ſcriptural! In the days of his 
miniſtry, an artleſs character, free from diſ- 
guiſe = diſſimulation, met with his par- 
_ ticular” approbation ; and his notice of it 
| hath perpetuated the name of the perſon to 
whom it ne with a N and honour- 


able | 


„ 

able eulogy. © Feſus faw Nathaniel com- 

<<. mg to him, and ſaith of him, Behold, anIf- 

<6 rachite jy in whom there is no guile. 
John i i. 47. All duplicity and ambiguity of 
——— * will reflect, is to fall under the 
Frutiny of this Gudge of our fincerity, who 
+. fearcheth the heart and reins.” Let it 
be ſuggeſted to your ſerious thoughts whether 
in the proſpect of that day, when the author 
of our religion ſhall viſit with indignation 
hoſe. who have worthipped the beaſt, or re- 
ceived his mark, you. can approve of and 
juſtify any ſupport you have afforded to the 
corruptions of the gofpel, by your continued 
communion. with a church where the cor- 
ruptions are blended with all its ſervices? In 
the view of that day can you derive any com- 
fort from your faithful endeavours to ſerve the 
Chriſtian cauſe, when you have given all the 
countenance in your power to the worſhi 
which is an offence to many, and a bar 10 
the converſion of the Jews, Mahometans, and 
Heut hen; which obſtructs the advance of 
the day when the Lok p ſhall be one, and 
4, his name one? Your great maſter hath 
promiſed to give at his coming, a crown of 
 Iife to thoſe who have been faithful unto 
the death; but is it no damp to the ſublime 
and lively hop es you would wiſh to entertain, 
that theſe: aces of behaviour du not en- 
rely comport with that fidelity to which 
this reward is announced? Far be it from 
him who: addreſſes you, decifively to explain, 
or uncandidly to limit, * promiſe of that 

FO Ui 3 | Maſter, 
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Maſter, who is our compaſſionate high- rieſt 
as well as righteous judge: — but he wiſhes, 


_ earneſtly withes yon, Chriſtians, to Judge 


in this matter for yourfelves, and to con- 
fider what courſe of conduct will lay a foun- 


dation for confidence at the coming of 


Chrift ; and what conduct will expoſe you to 
ſhame at that day, when the chief and ſole 
defire of every believer is to ſtand well in 
the opinion of his Lord and Judge. 

In points of this nature it is the more 
recalls ary to take that day into conſideratien, 


to counteract the influence of other conſider- 


ations which now have often too great an in- 
fluence over the mind; the conſiderations 
drawn from human example, e autho- 
rity, and intereſt. 

*The great ſtumbling-block i in the way 


of Chriſtianity is the ſame now that it 


was from the beginning ; being 'what was 
called by the apoſtle Pau/ the offence of the 


croſs, and which he ſeems to intimate, is 
_ never to'ceaſe. The pride of men was ſhock- 
ed at the mean appearance of their divine 
_ Inſtructor, and eſpecially at the 1onominivus 


circumſtances attending his death: and men, 


are ſtill as much as ever captivated with ex- 


ternal ſplendor, and what the world will 
think reputable, even in religion. They are 
fill apt to be diſguſted at every thing that 
is reckoned mean, and conſequently arè a- 
ſhamed to be ſeen to conne 'themſebves 
with a cauſe that has hot tlie 5 
of the great, the Wiſes and e —_— 

ort, 7 
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mort, they are deficient in true greatneſs 


and. enlargedneſs of mind; they are in the 
ſcripture ſenſe of the words, fools and blind, 
not being able to overlook temporary loſſes; 
temporary ſufferings, and temporary diſgrace 
by ee them ſteadily in their minds 
with future glory, recompence, and bliſs.“* 
It is your profeſſed faith, as Chriſtians; 


that afſuredly as the great author of our re- 


ligion, the ambaſſador of truth and grace, 
has already appeared in out world, He will 


be again revealed from heaven to raiſe his 
lincere diſciples to glory and immortality. 


How will all the great and ſplendid things 
of life diſappear before the brightneſs of his 
coming! Is there need of more than one 


moment's calm reflection to convince you, 


that then the only thing of conſequence will 
be his approbation? And can we really 
entertain the ſerious and rational hope of it, 


merely becauſe we have profeſſed his religion, 


but have joined with the many to counte- 
nance, and with the great to ſupport the cor- 
ruptions of it? Will it be then a valid plea, 


that faſhion and intereſt urged us to depart 


from his laws, to act inconſiſtently with our 


own. convictions, and to obey men rather 


than the Son of God? Conceive how yout 


minds would be affected were the awful ap- 


” 


pearance of the judge an event which you 
had ſure grounds to look for within a few 
days? Were the heavens to open and you 
to ſee him coming in the clouds, in whom 

| you 
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you believe as the guide to eternal life; Him 
who declared that the true worſhippers will 
worſhip the F ather in ſpirit and- truth ;” 

«« Him, who was himſelf the true and faith- 


ful Witneſs; and died leaving us an ex- 


ample to follow his ſteps : Him, who hath 
warned, us, that. whoſoever loveth father or 
mother more than him, is not worthy of 
him; he that findeth his life ſhall loſe it;“ 
Him who laid it down as a certain principle 


that true believers in him were not of the 
world ! It is left to your own. minds to 
imagine, how a conduct formed from a 
deference to the example and. authority, of 
men, or from the views of profit and great- 


neſs, will appear to ſuch a judge: and to 
your 0Wwn Hearts, when ſummoned to his tri- 
bunal to receive according to your works. 
.You believe the Chriſtian religion to be 
true: believing it to be true, can you doubt 
the propriety of my laying theſe conſidera- 
tions before you, or reſiſt the force of them ? 
Lou cannot but believe that the great foun- 


der of your faith will verify all his declara- 


tions, and then what will be the ſtate of 
thoſe who have regarded the world, and 
what it can offer, more than his word and 


. promiſes? Can you look forward to their 


ſituation, without fear, without ſolicitude 


to eſcape the ſhame and diſgrace of it,? 
Theſe expectations are ſufficient to expoſe 
the weakneſs and folly of being captivated 
by the pomps and emoluments, enſlaved b 
the authority, or enſnared by the faſhion 


of 


| ( 12 ) 

a! any religious eſtabliſhment whatever. 
Theſe are things which will all vaniſh away, 
as airy phantoms. But truth, fidelity to 

Ubril, and integrity of character, are things 
bf laſting excellence and worth, of eſſential 
importance on that day, which will try all 
things: everlaſting honours await them; 
they will draw after them in the final iſſue 
Kability, glory, and life for evermore. 

It is but a ſhort time, before we ſhall 
and the truth of theſe things, they ſhould 
therefore affect our minds, and influence our 
*condutt,/as if they were to be immediately 
revealed. It is but a ſhort time that we 
Have any of us to abide here; and therefore 
we ſhould loſe no opportunity of bearing our 
teſtimony to the truth of God.” 

It is not eaſy, methinks, to evade the 
force of theſe remonſtrances and perſuaſions: 
and yet ſome may feel a great difficulty how 
to act in this caſe. To thoſe of you, who 
live neat to any ſociety of Diſſenters, where 
the purity of Chriſtian worſhip is preſerved, 
and the one Gop and FATHER of all is adored 
and praiſed through Jeſus Chrift, the path 
to be purſued is plain and obvious, if you 

ard the convictions of your own minds, 
and the truth of Gop. If your ſituation be 
not ſo favourable to your ſentiments and 
wiſhes, yet by communicating your fenti- 
ments to others, you may perhaps find a 

ſufficient number to join you in Ning a 
new ſociety, which, like the reſpectable one 
chat meets at Effx pet in the Strand, 
| ſhall 


8 
ſhall have for the particular object of its 
aſſociation, the worſhip of the one living and 
true God the Father. A number of perſons, 
united upon this principle, are Jike a City Ret 
upon a Hill : their conduct inſtructs men: it 
ſerves to diſſeminate far and wide the princi- 
ples of true Chriftian worſhip, and to diffuſe 
a ſpirit of ſeriousand rational zeal. They are 
at once diſtinguiſhing examples of fincerity 
and integrity in religion, and of attachment 
to the authority and ſimplicity of the goſpel. 
But if your ſituation be {till leſs favourable to 
the proſecution of a conduct, which is conſo- 
nant to your convictions and to a ſenſe of duty, 
permit me to aſk, whether it be Jential to 
the utility and acceptableneſs of ſocial wor- 
ſhip, that umbers ſhould be aſſembled to- 
gether in a houſe devoted to public worſhip, 

and with all the attendants of a miniſter 
regularly educated, and other officers? In the 
firſt ages of Chrſtianity, we read of churches 
that did not 'extend beyond the circle of a 
family, nor even always to that; As the 
church in Cæſar's houſe, and that in the 
houſe of Philemon, &c. It cannot admit 
a doubt, whether it be not preferable to 
worſhip the only true God with one's Fa- 
mily only, agreeable to thè ſcriptures, and 
in the language of ſincerity and truth,” than 
to join the largeſt ſociety with every circum- 
ſtance of ſtate, convenience, and ſplendor, in 
a worſhip the ſcriptures forbid and our hearts 
diſapprove, The judicious and pious head 
of an houſe, by devoting the ſame portion of 
time to regular worſhip in his own N 
ö with 


E with the aid of tic ſermons and pre- obi - 
be prayers (of which the Engliſh lan- 
guage affords a variety and abundance) will 
- procure weight to and reflect dignity on his 
dw cliarater——evince his own ſincerity 
©. —edify his own houſe—and hold forth an in- 
ſtructive pattern to others. 

In any of theſe ſituations you may follow 
the dictates of truth and conſcience. And 
whatever be your circumſtances, dread join- 
4 5 ing with an enlightened and informed mind, 
in unſeriptural, infincere, and idolats ous wor- 
1-4-5: remembering the words of Chriſt: 
that « the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip 
” him, as worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth: 

and Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
1 and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. Dread alſo 

2 * that awful voice from heaven, reſpecting all 

|| A - antichriſtian corruptions of the goſpel in 
JP — Babylon: Come out of her, m 
i 5 «« people, that ye be not partakers of her "I 
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je” . % and that you receive not of her plagues. 
i I am, with every good wiſh for your im- 
* Mm . in the knowledge of the truth, 
our ediſication in holineſs, and your commu- 
nion in the chriſtian ee and hopes, 


N Chriſtian Brethpe 


js Your affectionate 


. 


In our common Lord, and honoured 


. Maſter and Saviour. 
Jan 4, 1787. | 


